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NMPOIrPAMMA KATATPAOHZ, ANEIKONIZHZ, MEAETHZ, EKAOZHZ KAl ANAAEIZHZ
TON APXAIOTEPQN ENIFPA®QN EMNI BPAXON KAI AIOON THZ APXAIAYZ OHPAZ

MeTd Tnv AKpwG ETILTUXNUEVN CUVEPYAOia Tou lvoTtitoutou GLAOCOPLIKWY Epeuvwy Pe Thv
opada yneplakng arnekoviong tou MNavernotnuiou Brigham Young, n yoviun cuvepyacia
ouvexileTal e £va veo TELPAPATLKO MNpoypaupa, Tou Oroilou N UAOTIoNoN ApXLoE TNV
Mepmitn, 3 AuyouoTtou 2006.

MpokeLtal yLa eva Peilov oxXedlo OAOKANPWHEVNG KATAYPAPNG, YNPLAKNAG ATIELKOVLONG,
OUVOALKNG MEAETNG, €EKOOONG KAl avadeLENG TWV apXaLlOTEPWYV ETILYPAPWYV ETIL BpAXwV 0TN
2avtopivn.

OL eTypagpeg auteg (eva €idog rpwipou graffiti) eupiokovtat xapaypeveg o€ fpayxoug, alAa
MEPLKEG KaL O AiBoug, TNG Apxaiag ©npag, oTnv MAELOVOTNTA TOUG CUYKEVTPWHEVEG YUPW
arod To lepd Tou AntoAAwva Kapveiou oto NotioavatoAlkd akpo tng rmoAng, orou Bplokotav
KAl 0 XwPog TeAeong Twv [N'upvoradelwyv urpootd ano tov Nao kat 1o Nupvaolo mapakatw.

H onuacia twv erypagwy sival eEALPETKA JEYAAN KAl TIOAUTIAEUPN:

1) Eival To apXatotepo corpus EAANVIKWY ETILYPAPWY, HEPLKWVY AVAYOPEVWY PEXPL TOV 80
. X. awwva. Agixvouv yLa pwtn Hop@r Tou aApapritou Kal TNG YAwooag-OLaAEKToU. MNMOoAAEQ
ypapovtal €K deELwV TIPOG apLoTePA 1 BoucTpopndov. Acixvouv Tnv mpwThn pAcn EL0AYWYNG
TOU ZnJLTIKOU aAgpafritou otnv EAAGdQa kat cuvdeovTal

2) ATmoTteAouV opoyeEVH Ouada HAPTUPLWY YLA TN JEAETN TNG TIOALTLOTLKNG (TIVEUNATIKAG KAl
UALKNG) {wng uLag apxaiag AwpLlkng mOANG 0Tn YEWHETPLKY KAl TIPWLPOTATN apXaikr) ETTOXN.

3) O emypageg €ival ev gepeL BPNOKEUTLKOU KAL EV HEPEL EPWTLKOU Xapaktnpa. Ot TpwTEG
Kataypagpouv Beia ovopata, Evw oL BEUTEPEG €ival cuxVva BLALTEPA ATIOKAAUTITIKEG.
Ovoépata vekpwy €ival €ToNG Xxapaypeva o€ Alboug cav Taglka pyvnueia.

2N MEAETN TWV ETILYPAPWV Ba £QAPPOCOEL N TEXVLKN TNG TIOAUPACHATLKAG avaAuong Kat
EVIOXUPEVNG OUVOETNG WNPLAKNG ATIELKOVLONG TIOU XPNOLKOTIOWONKE Kat yla tov MNMarnupo tou
AgpBeviou. Tnv TeXVoOAOyLa autrn alXung Ba epapuocel o urteuBuvog €LOLKOG aTio TO
Maveruotuwo Brigham Young twv H.IN.A., kaBnyntng Gene Ware, diebvng aubevtia otn
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peBodo autr (Marupog tou louda K.ATL.). H xprion Tng MOAUPACHATLKNG TEXVIKNAG OTLG
ETILYPAYEG TNG ZavTopivng Ba sival TAOTLKN, yLaTi elval n mpwtn popda Tou yiveTat
epapuoyn Tng NeBOdOU OE TETOLO LOLOTUTIO AVTLKELYEVO.

Eival n mpwtn gopa mou avalauBavetal n mARPNG MEAETN KAl €KOOOT TWV ETILYPAPWYV, yLa
MEPLOCOTEPO ATIO EVAV ALWVA, HETA TNV AP)LKN dnuooiceuor) Toug arno tov Hiller von
Gaertringen oto Corpus twv Inscriptiones Graecae tng Akadnuiag tou BepoAivou to 1898 kat
1904.

H mpwtn ¢paon Twv €pyactwyv UAOTIOINONG Tou Tipoypdaupatog 6a diapkeoel arod 3-19
AuyouoTou el ToTou oTtnv Apxaia Onpa, ue iapoucia tTwv AnootoAou Meppn, Dirk Obbink
KAl Tou €OLKOU yngpLlakng aretkoviong Gene Ware.
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THE ANCIENT THERA ROCK INSCRIPTIONS PROJECT

PRESS RELEASE

The realization of a new innovative Research Project starts this coming Thursday, August 3.

This major Project consists in the integrated recording, digital imaging, complete study, edition
and explanation of the most ancient rock inscriptions in Santorini.

These inscriptions (sort of early graffiti) are found incised on rocks and, some, on stones of
ancient Thera. In their majority, they are located around the sanctuary of Apollo Karneios, the
main cult place of the city, where also the platform in front of the temple was created for the
performance of the Gymnopaideiae (characteristic music and dancing Dorian festival), and the
Gymnasium existed nearby.

These inscriptions are of an especially high and varied significance:
1) They constitute the most ancient corpus of Greek inscriptions, some dating back to the 8th

century B.C., thus representing an original form of the Greek alphabet and dialectal language. A
number of the inscriptions are written from right to left or *boustrophedon*.
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2) They form a homogeneous group of evidence for the study of the cultural and everyday life
of an ancient Dorian city during the late geometric and earliest archaic periods.

3) The inscriptions are partly of a religious and partly of an erotic nature. The former register
divine names and epithets, while the latter are often very explicit sexually. Names of the dead
are also to be found on stones as funereal monuments.

Our aim is a complete study of the inscriptions from a linguistic, religious, social and way-of-life
point of view.

In order to extract all possible information of the writing, letters and traces on the rocks and
stones, multispectral analysis and digitally enhanced imaging will be deployed. The method,
utilising space-age technology, will be employed by Prof. Gene Ware, from the Brigham Young
University Laboratory, a world-specialist in this area (Derveni Papyrus, Oxyrhynchus Papyri,
Herculaneum Papyri, Petrie Scrolls etc.). The application of the method to inscriptions hewn on
rock and stock is pioneering and our project is a pilot one in this respect, too.

Furthermore, this is the first time that a new and full study and edition of those important
documents is undertaken after the original excavator of Ancient Thera Hiller von Graertringen
published the inscriptions discovered by him in two volumes of the Inscriptiones Graecae by the
Berlin Academy in 1898 and (supplement) 1904.

The first phase of work will last from August 3 to 19, and will take place in situ, in the presence
of Apostolos Pierris, Dirk Obbink and specialist Gene Ware: It will involve the first multispectral
shooting of the inscriptions and their preliminary study.
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