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CHAPTER 11

THE PHALLIC HELIOS OF THE DERVENI
PAPYRUS AND THE ORIGIN OF GREEK
SOLAR THEOLOGY

The philosophical commentary on Orphic Theogony in the
Derveni papyrus expounds a monistic cosmogony, whose consecutive
stages interpret the divine successions. At each phase in the unitary
process of World-development nothing new is generated, but there is
only some rearrangement of what preexists, which, by receiving a fresh
name, appears to the non-philosophical as a novel entity(*). XVI 7-8:
€v ToUTolS onualvel 6TL TA OvTa UTTpyev del, Ta 8¢ VOV €ovTa ék
&V vmapydvrwy yiverar. XVII 1-6: Ilpérepov fv mplv dvopa-
obivar émeita wvoudabn: My yap kal mpdolbev éawv 7 Ta viv édvra
ovoTalfva anp kal éoTat ael: ov yap éyévero aAAa My... yevéolhau
8¢ évouloln émelr’ wvopdolin Zels, womepel mpéTepov ui edv.
XVII 9-12: mpiv pev yap kAnbivar Zijva, jv Moipa ¢pdvnois Tod
Beod del Te kai Sia avTs: émel & éxAnln Zels, yevéabar adTov évo-
piotn, dvra pev kal wpdobev, dvopalépevov 8’ od etc. And very
clearly, XXI, 13-4: v pev yap kai mpéobev (sc. Ta ovra), wvopdobn
(évopiotn Janko) 6¢ yevéobar émel biexpibn. (“Things existed before
as well [i.e. they existed always, even before they are thought to come
into being], but they have been called to become [i.e. they have been
named as existing entities, as entities having come into being] when
they have been segregated [from the airy mixture of everything’]).
Janko’s emendation gives a text capitulating on the ¢dois-vépos
distinction. Things appeared to come into being, when they were
distinguished. Becoming is really, as will be seen, the segregation from
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the universal mixture of similar homoiomeries into separate
substances.

The Ur-Substance is air or what will be more appropriately called
so at a later stage of the cosmic formation. In it there are right from the
beginning the seeds of all things, wavra ypruara. XVIII 1-2: kai
TdAa mavTa elval v 7@ aépt mvedpa éév. XVII, 6-9: kal voTaTov
épmoev égecbar TobTov (sc. Tov aépa), émeit’ wvopdoln Zevs kal
70070 aUT® SLaTelel Svopa By, uéypl els TO avTo €ldos Ta ViV édvTa
owveordfn (ovoralf Janko followed by Betegh, to no adantage), év
wmep mpéolbev edvra yuwpeiro. (CL. XXV, 1 sqq.). Things that, in the
original cosmological stage, were dispersed through and floating in the
air, now, at the present cosmological state, have been consolidated as
separate entities still existing in the air. Only now (the primaeval) air is
called Zeus. Even in the present state of the World (‘ra viv eovra ),
minute particles of resplendent heat and of cold brilliance are
interspersed into the air according to the necessary cosmic law: XXV,
7-8: atwpelTar 8’ adTOV €kaoTa €V avdyky, ws AV w1 ouvin Tpos
aAAnAa etc. The Law is inherent in the primal substance, embedded
in the seeds of all things floating in the air. Notice that in the proto-
Orphic Epic Poem there was entertained the notion of the soul
entering the body from the environment in the process of respiration,
being borne upon the winds (Aristotle, De Anima, 410b 28-30). The
view of the air being full of souls was also held by the Pythagoreans (cf.
Diogenes Laertius VIII 32), some of whom identified them with the
motes floating in the air (7a év 7& aépl Edopara ) as principles of
incessant movement (De Anima 404al16). The idea is exactly
paralleled by XXV, 3 sqq.: €07t 8¢ kal dAAa viv év 7H aépl éxas
aAAYAwY aiwpodper’ (particles from which the Sun and the Moon
are congregated respectively), dAAa Tijs uév npépas donA’ éoriv Vo
70D nAlov émikpaTolpeva, THs 8¢ vukTOs €GvTa SHAA €0Tw, emikpa-
TebTar 8¢ dua opkpdTnTa. AlwpelTar 8’ adTdv éxaoTa év avdykn
etc. The Derveni Commentator universally applies the doctrine which
is specifically attested for psychic entities: it is clear that we have to do
with a particle theory without vacuum, i.e. the Empedoclean -
Anaxagorean type as against the Atomistic one. In fact the doctrine is
definitely Anaxagorean: there is no reduction of existence to the four
ptlwpara in various proportions of mixture. Rather, all forms of
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being in the obtaining World-diakéopunois (ra viv éévra)
preexisted floating in the aboriginal Air just as they are now contained
and circumscribed, even defined, by it. XVII, 6 sqq.: kat voTaTov
24 v ~ \ S/ bl /7 % 4 / \
épmoev écecbar TodTov (sc. Tov aépa.), émelt’ wvopdobn Zeds, kal
ToUTO AUTEH SaTelel Svopa Ov uéxpl eis 70 avTo eldos Ta viv édvra
/ 3 ® / 3/ 3 -~ \ \ ¥ ~
ovveaTdly, év dmep mpdolev édvra pwpeiro. Ta 8¢ dvTa 8nAot]
yevéalfar Towadra dia TodTov, kal yevéueva efivac] év TodTw
4 14 3 ~ v ~
m[avra. onJualvel 8 év Tols émeat Toficde" |

ZGI)S KG(}SG}\‘ﬁ, ZGI)S‘ [.LE’O'O'O., AL(\)S 8, €,K 7T0/.V7'0. ’T€’7'UKTG.L.

All forms of being exist in the air as vital spirit: (XVIII, 1-2): kai
TaAAa mavTa elva év 7@ aépl mvedpa €ov. This spirit is the Orphic
Fate; (2-3): Tod7’ 0dv 70 mvedpa "Oppevs wviopacev Moipav. It
prefigures whatever is bound to subsist in the present World-Order; it
constitutes cosmic Necessity, the Orphic Avdyxkn (VIII, 13; XXV, 7:
alwpeiTar 8 avTdv ékaoTa év avdyky). This Fatal Necessity is the
Reason of the World, divine intelligence; XVIIL, 6 sqq.: 'Opeeds yap
v ppdvmow Motpav ékdAeoev: épaivero yap adTd TodTo TpPoTPe-
péaTaTov elvar €€ dv dmavtes dvlpwmor wvopacav. Ilplv peév yap
kAnbivar Ziva, v Moipa ¢pbvmois o0 Oeob ael Te kat Sio mavTés:
émel 8 exAin Zeds, yevéolar adTov évouiobn, dvra pév kal mpd-
olev, dvopalépevov 8 olimw. dua TodTo Aéyel Zeds mpdTos éyévero
etc. XIX, 4-7: “Motpav™ & “émkAdoar” Aéyovres Tod dios Ty
ppdvmow émkupdoal Aéyovow Ta €dvTa Kal TA YwiLeva Kal TA
péXdovra, Smws ypn) yevéobar Te kal elvar kal madoacba.

Air, Homoiomeries and Intelligence all at once: it is un-
Anaxagorean in the virtual identity of Intelligence with the Initial
Mixture conceived as the Air principle. This combination points to
Archelaean influence (Cf. A4§1; A10 and A5). However, we shall
notice that the mind in the Commentary is the Sun, whereas the
intelligence itself is the primal air. Furthermore, the Sun is an entity
unmixed with all else, satisfying the Anaxagorean condition. The
syncretism of the Commentator is evident. In any case, all forms of
things, all beings existed always, and what is now existing comes from
that eternal pool of being; XV1, 7-8: év Todrois onuaive 67t Ta dvra
vmrfjpxev ael, Ta ¢ viv édvTa €k TOV VmapySvTwy yiverar. The
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process of generation consists in the distinction and separation of what
preexisted in a state of mixture; XV, 2: ywpiobévra Siaorivar diy’
aAAMAwy Ta évTa.

Significantly, the Commentator utilizes a Parmenidean device to
cope with the problem of a distinctly defined multiplicity out of an
original unity. (Although his primaeval unity does not coincide with
the Parmenidean oneness of being). Basically, the tendency is to
suppose a nominalistic pluralism: things are said to come into being
(and thus to exist as separate entities according to the Commentator’s
cosmogony) when they are given distinct names. Analogously,
Parmenides declares that the common dualism which he
fundamentaly combats is nominal; 28DK B8.53:

\ \ / / ’ 3 ’
popas yap katébevro dvo yvduas dvopdlew
and similarly B9.1:
3 \ 3 \ ’ ’ \ \ 3y 7
avTap émedn mdvTa pdos kal vd¢ dvduacTou etc.

(It is not accidental that Parmenides also emphasised Necessity ("Avd-
ykn ) as the supreme cosmic law of existence, both absolute (B8.30)
and in the world of appearance (B10.6). This Necessity is identical
with the Fate (Moipa ) of reality (B8.37), and also with divine Justice
(dikm ), as in B8.14). However, the Commentator is not committed
to the Eleatic difficulties: his theory involves a real cosmogonical
process.

Thus the process of World-creation is effected through the agency
of the Sun, and it is in this way that the Commentator interprets the
Orphic swallowing of Protogonos by Zeus at the beginning of the
actual World-formation. XIII, 4-11: “ai8otov karémwev, os aibépa
éxlope mpddTos”. 671 pev maoav TV ToNOW TEpL TOV TPAYUATWY
alvilerar kal’ émos éxaoTov avdykn Aéyew (Alviyuds as the
principle of symbolic-allegorical interpretation universally applied to
the Orphic text). év Tois aidolois opdv TV yéveow Tovs avlpwmovs
vopilovras elvai, TouTw éypricarto, dvev 8¢ TV aidolwv ob yive-
obai, aldoiw elkdoas Tov NAwv: dvev yap Tod nAiov Ta dvTa ToL-
adra ovy olév Te ylveobau etc. The appropriateness or otherwise of
the philosophic commentator’s acceptation of “aidotov” in the Orphic
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verse as signifying the virile pudentum (as against the general sense of
reverend, awsome) is another question. The philosophical point is the
postulation of a solar Creator. The Sun is made by God in order for
the World as we know it to take form; the Sun is the real Creator of
the present World-state, of 7 viv Siaxdounois; XXV, 9-12: ra viv
€bvra 6 Oeos el um fbedev elvan, otk av éménoev "HAwov. émoinoe 8¢
TowodToV Kal TogodTov Yywduevov ofos (or rather ofov!) év dpyfj Tod
Adyov dunyeitar. Further, the cosmic Mind is just the Sun under its
creative aspect; XVI, 9 sqq.: dnAot adrov Tov Nodv wavrwy aiov
elvar udvov éévra womepel undev TdAAa el o yap oidv Te TadTa
elvar TowadTa Svra (Ta vmdpyovTa erroneously Janko, conf. 2 and 8;
but 7a dmdpyovra are things in the beginning) dvev 7ot Nov?. This
distinction between God as Ur-Principle and Sun as Mind and
Creator of the existing Universal order, especially as Creator at one
remove from God the divine fountain of existence, as Agent through
which the World is formed (8" o6 7a wdvra éyévero), is pregnant
with potent significance and far-reaching consequences. But what is
important here is to notice that again there obtains a remarkable
structural parallelism to Archelaus’ doctrine, according to which the
aerial divine Mind as Ur-substance is not in itself the creator, a
function which he rather alloted to cosmic Warmth; A12: ApyéAaos
aépa kal vodv Tov Debv, ob pévrol koopomowdy. Al4: Apyélaos md
Oeppod kal éufuyias ovorfvaw Tov kéopov. The principle of warmth
is in Archelaus also the psychic principle: the world was constituted
U6 Oeppod kal éuuyias (i.e. by the fact that the totality of existence
is ensouled, contains the psychic principle). Naturally warmth,
movement and soul go together. As to the implied doxographical
distinction between mind (vods ) and soul (Yuy7), it is better to
assume at that early stage, and in Archelaus, a distinction between
soul-mind on the one hand and intelligence on the other. And so in
the Commentator’s theory.

The prerequisite for Creation is therefore the emergence of the Sun
out of the aboriginal Ur-Substance, out of the airy intelligence (or
rather the intelligent air) containing all forms and seeds of being
(homoiomeries) in mutual interpenetration, i.e. as tiny particles. (XXI,
2: 671 év T GépL KATA WLkPA pepepLOpéva, sc. Ta ovTa, etc.). The

bright and fiery particles minutely divided and dispersed throughout
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the original Air-Mixture are separated from the rest and collected
together (most of them) so as to constitute the heliacal substance in
the middle of the Universal ladder from Earth to Heaven. XV, 3-4:
xwpilopévov yap Tob nAlov kal amolauBavouévov év péow etc. A
portion of the glowing warmth has remained in the World down here,
distinct from its all-potent solar congregation, bound in Cosmic
Necessity; XXV, 8-9: alwpetrar 8 adTdv ékaoTa év avdykn, ws av
W) ouviy wpds AAARAa- €l yap u1), cuvéAbou <avs> aréa (cf. Hesychius
s.v. aAéiov U8wp* abpoloTdv kal ouAAexTéy) Soa TV adTv Stvauw
éxeL, €€ dv o MAwos guveoTdln. The natural tendency of things
possessing the same essence and potency is to coalesce; intelligent (cf.
$pbvnots) and fatal (cf. potpa) necessity (and, thus, violence of sorts)
can only keep them apart.

So long as the fiery essence is intermixed with all other forms of
being, it keeps the entire Universe and all its homoiomeries in a
perpetual state of agitation (“shaking”), which does not permit the
growth of stable formations. All forms of being are divided in minute
particles, each tiny bit surrounded by others of all kinds of existence,
all immersed in the aerial Ocean (cf. XXIII, 2-3: Tois 8¢ opfids yvd-
okovot ebdmAov 8T Lkeavids éotw 6 anp. V. Hesychius s. vv. "Qkea-
vés; L2xeavoio mdpov) full of disunited homoiomeries, of all kinds of
existing corpuscules. When heat is to a great extent removed from the
World by being concentrated chiefly in a principal part of it (sc. in the
Sun), when the fire equally diffused throughout the universal body is
mostly condensed at a single place, the rest of being can solidify
according to its varied nature, similar congealing with similar and
homoiomeries possessing continuous substance. This freezing is a
binding which makes the forms of being amenable to the
determinations of the divine airy intelligence and its decrees of destiny.
Thus specific being is mastered by Air as absolute being. This pliancy
of things renders possible the creative intermixture of different forms
resulting in the formation of compound entities with complex
structure and function. IX, 5-10: ywwokwv, (sc. Orpheus) odv 70
mhp cupperypévor Tols dAAots 8TL Tapdoool kal kwAdol Ta SvTa
ovvioTacOaw Sua Ty BaAdu, éénAdaev (sc. the fire, i.e. assumed a
change from the Cronian condition to the Jovial one), dore ikavéy
éoTw éfardaybév un kwAdew Ta Svra cvuTayfrar 6oa 8 dAv
a7 émrpareirar émuparnbev 8¢ ployerar Tois dAAous’.
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It is in the explained cosmogonical sense that the Commentator

interprets the Orphic verses (VIII 4-5):

\ \ 3 \ \ \ € A~ ’ ’ k] \
Zeds pév émel 8 marpos éod mapa BéopaTov dpyy
¢ / L) ’ I \ ’ /7
aAkny 77 éy yelpeoot éXaPev kal Saipova kudpdy,

especially with reference to év yelpeoor éAaPev, took into his hands,
held sway over things now stabilized, essentialized, rendered
manageable and tractable, capable of entering into harmonious
combinations and compositions. Such commingling has nothing to
do with the original interfusion of all existence, where every form of
being is dilacerated into homoiomeric particles separated from each
other by a conglomeration of molecules belonging to all other forms
of being. The initial condition is macroscopically homogeneous and
microscopically heterogeneous, while the reverse is the case in
principle with appropriate portions of the world-substance in its
created state at present. The point has been made by Aristotle with
reference to the Empedoclean application of the @Aia - Netkos
duality: when Hostility reigns, and each element is separated from the
others, precisely then it is brought together to itself; and conversely,
with the domination of Friendship the elements coalesce in a perfectly
uniform total mixture where each element is separated from itself and
diffused through the whole blend. Metaphysica, A, 985a21 sqq.: kai
"EpmedokAfs émt mAéov pév TobTou (sc. Anaxagoras) ypfjTat Tols
alrios, 00 pmy ot ikavds, oUr’ év TovToLs €Vplokel TO opoAoyor-
pevov. moAdaxod yoiv avrd 7 pév Pidia Siakpiver 76 6¢ Nelkos
OUYKplveL. OTav peév yap €ls Ta oTouxela SuoTyTAL TO TAY UTTO TOD
Nelkovs, Té7e 76 wip €is €v ouykplveTar kal TGV AAAwY oToLyElwY
ékaoTov: dTav 8¢ maAw vmo Tis Pilias ovviwow els 76 év, ava-
yralov €€ éxdoTov Ta udpia Siakplveator mdAw.

The fire-homoiomery which is collected in the Sun consists of the
bright and warm essence. Commenting on the Orphic reference to
Ipwréyovos - @dvns by the standard expression “Os aibépa éxbope
mpdros” (XIII, 4) the text explains, XIV, 1-2: éx8pn To{v} Aapmpd-
TaTov Te kai OepudTaTov (rather than Aevkérarov as in Merkelbach)
xwptobév ad’ éwvTod (or, better, €’ éwvTod; but we miss the
preceding context). The verb éxkOpdokw, éxbopéw or éxbdpvupa,
means leap forth, leap out, spring up, but also specifically come out,
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fall out of the womb (cf. Homeric Hymn in Apollinem 119). From
the dark Womb of the Ur-Mixture there is born the Splendour of the
World by separation and aggregation of the cosmic bright heat. The
rest of the cosmic content is then consolidated (frozen) under the
influence of coldness into its diverse forms and kinds, while the
creative solar warmth brings things together into harmonious mixtures
of organic, differentiated integration. The action of Coldness is
implied in the framing and congealment resulting upon the removal
of (most of) the heat substance in its dispersed condition from the
world body. To iuypév is explicitly mentioned as existing in a broken
context (XXI, 1: oUre 76 Yuypov 7& Yuypd), where the mixing of
beings is further described following their primaeval consolidation.
This is another point of reapproachment with Archelaus. He
envisaged two causes of generation and becoming, Heat and Cold (Al
= Diogenes Laertius II 16; A8), the principles of movement and
immobility respectively. Their original separation sets the process of
World-formation in action; A4$2: elvac & apyny Tijs kwnoews (sc.
cosmic creation) «70» amokpivesar am’ aAAAwv 76 Beppov kai To
Juxpév, kal 76 Oeppov kwvetoBar, 76 ¢ Juypov npepeiv. The idea of a
primaeval secretion of the fundamental antithesis between Warmth
and Frigidity from the Ur-substance is Anaximandrean*. But
Archelaus’ doctrine seems to closely parallel the Derveni account in
the specific articulation of that idea. Coldness, e.g., accounts for the
immobility and congealment of the earth, acting as a consolidating
bond on deheated substance. Plutarch, de Primo Frigido, XXI, 954F:
(earth is the opposite to fire)... 60ev 0d kata ywpav pévov é¢ édpas
akivnTov odoav adTNY dAAd kal kaT ovolav duerdSAnTov,
‘Eoriav, dre 61 “uévovaav év Bedv oikw™ Alya mpoonydpevoav ol
madawol, Sud T oTdow kal wHw: s 1 Juxpbtns Seouds éaTw, ws
Apyélaos 6 puoikos elmev, o0devds yaddvTos adTny 00 waAdTTo-
vTos, dre Depopévny kal dAeawopévny <auerdBAnTov> (Diels)
odoav. The quotation refers to Plato, Phaedrus, 247A: pévew yap
‘Eoria év 0edv olkw pdévn. - In his edition of Plutarch Alya is
Bernardakis’ proposal for the nonsensical manuscript reading kAira.
He correctly referred to Clemens Alexandrinus, Stromateis, V, 45, 2-3
(p. 672 P), where the Pythagorean Androcydes’ symbolical
explanation of the magical E¢éoia ypauuara is reported
(Androcydes Fr. 2 in Hilk De acusmatis sive symbolis Pythagoricis,
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1894): Ai§ 7é éarw 7 yij kaTa dpyaiav émwvuniav. The meaning of
Ai¢ is given by Hesychius s.v. as: mAdytos. kat Albos mAaris. The
former sense (“slanted”) relates to Aiy¢ there. The second is exactly
appropriate: broad stone or rock. We are reminded that according to
Anaximander the Earth was like a stone column (drum): Alfw xiove
v yiv mpoopeps (BS; cf. A25; A12 §3). The Plutarchean point is
thus clarified: the Earth was called Ai¢ (stone) by the ancients, because
of its immobility and solidity, dua 77y ordow kal wHéw. Archelaus
ascribed these properties, the “frozen” character of earth, to the
binding force of Coldness which has inherently grasped it: nothing
can loosen or mollify the earth, as is shown by the fact that it remains
unchangeable even when warmed up or even heated intensively’.

As Plutarch emphasizes in the context preceding the passage
quoted above (de primo frigido, XXI), frigidity essentially entails
freezing, consolidation and solidifying: juxpod 70 mryview (954A).
The Derveni Commentary similarly characterizes the effect on beings
of coldness as cuviocTacla (IX, 6), cupmayfrar (IX, 8), mhéas (XV,
4), ovarabivar (XVII, 2), cvveoraln (XVII, 8), katacvveordln
(XXI, 3)°. Conversely, fire entails mobility. When it is dispersed
throughout the air at the initial state of World-formation, at the
beginning of things and the starting point of creation, it shakes all
forms of being and prevents their distinct consolidation; IX, 5-7: 76
mhp avaueperypuévor Tois dAAols 6TL TapdoooL kal KwAdol Ta GvTa
ovviocTacbar dwa Try 0aAfw. When Fire is mostly collected in one
main place constituting the Sun, great source of heat and light, it
brings beings into collision; (XIV, 4: wa Tov “HAwv kpodectou mpos
aAAnAa (sc. Ta évra)). The collision of homogeneous mixtures of
homoiomeries causes disruption of homogeneity, and the beginning
of arrangements on the principle not of undifferentiated fusion, but of
distinguishable similarity. Thus beings are collocated separately
according to distinct forms; XV, 1-2: kpovew avra mpos dAAnAa kat
monoy 70 [mpdT Jov ywpiobévTa duaoTiivar iy’ aAAjAwy Ta édvTa.
XV, 8-10: 7a évra kpovwv mpds dAAnAa SwacTroas émolew Ty ViV
peraoTaow. In fact the Commentator proposes to derive the
etymology of Kpévos from this characteristic effect of the Sun on the
Earthly realm: that Earth bore Saturn to the Sun is allegorised as
signifying the smiting effect (in itself, and as the cause of clashes and
collisions) of solar action (kpovew ). XIV, 2 sqq.: TodTov odv Tov Kpé-
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vov yevéabar dnotv ék Tob ‘HAlov 74} I, 67v aitiav éoye bua Tov
“HAwv kpoveabar mpds dAAnAa (sc. Ta dvra). Similarly, that Cronos
committed the (in)famously monstrous atrocity against Ouranos
means that cosmic Mind struck things, putting them in general
collision, thus overturning the previous peculiar state of thoroughly
unhomogeneous homogeneity, the initial condition of total blending.
X1V, 5 sqq.: ua To0T0 Aéyer: “Os puéy’ épefev”. 76 6° €ml ToUTw:
“Odpavov Eddpovidny (in place of Odpavos Edppovidns), bs mpdrri-
oTos PBacidevoev”, kpovovra Tov Nobv mpods dAAnAa Kpdvov évo-
paoas péya pééar dnoi Tov Odpavéy: adaipedivar yap v Baci-
Aelav avTév. Unaccountably, Ouranos appears now for the first time
in the Orphic poem: he would have been shaped together with Earth
from the cosmic Egg at the emergence of Protogonos-Phanes. The
Commentator, rather, interprets it as the upper solid boundary of the
World, congealed together with Earth which forms the lower limit,
when Sun was constituted at the middle of the aerial space at the
cosmogonical initia. XV, 3-5: ywpilouévov yap Tod nAiov kai amo-
AauBavopévov év uéow mias loye (sc. 6 "HAwos, or rather Zeus -
Air) kal Tdvwbe Tob ‘HAlov (sc. Heavens) kat Ta kdrwBev (sc. Earth).
The Commentator considers Sun as the real, active principle in the
mythical copulation between Heaven and Earth which produced the
Titans, and Cronos principal among them, as offspring. Thus Sun
substitutes Heaven in that aboriginal cosmogonical event.

The phallic character of Helios in the Commentary is not an
isolated symbol. In the Orphic poem in front of him the philosopher
found the notion of semen ejaculated from some Principle as the
decisive creative moment in World-formation. @opv? (XXI, 1; 6)
cannot but mean the same with fopés, Oop1, i.e. yov), male seed
(from B6pvupar, Gpcdokw). The Principle whose ejaculation gives birth
to all variety of well-ordered being in the created World must have
been Protogonos - Phanes. His demiurgic semen was precisely the
awesome rain that Phanes poured down, OF 84: dufBpov abéodarov
KaToyebol TOV @dvn7’a7. This rain is aléoparos, unutterable,
portentous, aweful. Early Pythagoreanism similarly adopted the idea
of seed-secretion to account for the beginning of things (v. infra
Chapter 12, , esp. pp. 179 sqq.). Pherecydes has already utilized the
notion (7A8 DK; cf. A65 p. 45.21; B7), which stems from

Anaximander’s construal of World-origination as secretion of the
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fertile seed of the fundamental opposition Warm-Cold: ék 700 aidiov
yévyov Oeppod Te kal Juypod kata Ty yéveow Todde Tod Kdopov
amokpiflfvar, 12A10 p. 83.34. Primaeval religious experience of
creation as sexual action (according to the organic understanding of
the World) - cf. Ch. 12, infra, passim - was formulated in Theogonies
(like the Hesiodic), some of which and preeminently the Orphic,
proved more apt to instigate logicomythical or logical articulations
and more susceptible to naturalistic interpretations (“hylozoism” and
allegorism).

The Derveni Commentator interpreted the Phanic-Heliacal semen
(Bopv1) ) of the Orphic poem physically by reverting to the broader,
non-specialized meaning of the verbal root: spring, rush, dart. The
Sun, once constituted by the collocated fiery homoiomery collected in
one body from its dispersed state, causes intense movement in the
remaining, finely divided and mutually distributed particles of all
other forms of being which float in the universal Air, that is, what it
will be and be known as once the other homoiomeries are similarly
collocated in various degrees of distinct homogeneity. This vigorous
movement, and the resulting continual collisions, effect the
coacervation of homoiomeries in stable, distinct forms of being, with
definite preponderating homoiomeric character. It is not that we have
mere pure collections of (only) identical (in essential form) substances,
like the World-state during the absolute dominion of Neikos in the
Empedoclean system. But the clashing movement generates
formations marked by durable preponderances in the necessary
mixtures. This happens because in the grip of the violent agitation
exercised by the heat of the Sun, similar tends to be attached to
similar®. The Commentator’s position is well explained in XXII, 1
sqq.: Bopv) 6¢ Aéywv (sc. Orpheus) dnAot 67t év TG aépt kaTa puikpa
pepepiopéva éxwelro kat €08pvuTo, Bopvipeva 8¢ karaouvveaTdn
mpos dAAnAa. uéxpt 8¢ TovTou é08pvuTo, uéypl ékaaTov NADev els TO
otvnbes. This cvv-nles (of the same habit) is the oiketov (proper,
familiar, one’s own, conformable in nature) and Spowov (similar). But
there is also mixture of other forms (homoiomeries) in these resulting
constitutions, yet of forms subordinated to the prevalent character.
XIX, 1-2: év éxaoTov Ke'K/\”r]TaL amod Tol émkpaTodVTOS.

Solar action ensures the consolidation of things, each with a
dominant essentiality. It brings this about by causing incessant
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movement in the particles of being, which thus tend to reallocate
themselves, similar with similar, instead of being minutely diffused all
in all; the reallocation consequent upon the continual clashing effected
by solar action, causes the particles of being to create segregated
homogeneities by disrupting the original universal homogeneity of the
total blending in the Ur-substance. Beings thus become dominated in
assuming definite identities (are mastered by Air and the Sun),” and
therefore can suffer creative mixture, i.e. combination of predominant
with subordinate characters, and can therefore become proper things.
In column IX (Fire, when dispersed, hinders the formation of things,
but, if removed from the initial total blending, allows beings to be
consolidated) 9-10 we read: 6oa 8’ av adlf) émkpareiTar, émkpa-
Tnlév 8¢ pioyerar Tots dAAots. Whatever is kindled (is set on fire) is
rendered malleable (is dominated) and thus capable of loosing its
intransingent individual identity of substantiality and of entering into
syntheses and mixtures with other (homoiomeric) characters of
substantiality. The doctrine is nicely indicated by an interpretative
theocracy and physiocracy; XXI, 5 sqq. (following the passage quoted
above): "Appoditn Odpavia kal Zeds kai ’Appodioidlew kal Opvu-
ol (adp. kat H3pv. deleted by Merkelbach, wrongly; the author goes
on to explain the reason of these various names of the same reality) kai
ITelo kal ‘Appovia & adTd 0ed Svopa keiTar. avip yvvaiki
poydpevos appodioidlew <kal O8pvvalon> Aéyerar kata darw. Tdv
yap viv ebvrwv puxbévrwy aAAAows "Appodity dvopdotn. Ilebw
8’ 8ru elfev Ta é8vTa dAAANAoow. elkeww 8¢ kal meillew 76 adTé.
Appovia 8¢ 67t moAAa cvviipuoce TGOV ESvTwy ékdoTw. N pev ylap
kal 7p J6olev, wvoudoln b¢ yevéobar émel Sekpiln: 76 8¢ Sa-
kptbivar dnAot 67[u] T[as pel [Eeis édiwke [kal éx JpdTel, choTe Sie-
kpibmoav -. Things (in their essential homoiomeric characters) existed
in the original, absolute, universal homogeneity of homogeneous
dispersion. When they were separated (Siakpifijvar ) from that Ur-
Substance, they manifested their essentiality, and in this sense they
came into being. The same reality is further called I'j and Mzr7p and
Anuriryp and Péa and “Hpa and ‘Eoria and Anw, according to its
various aspects or phases (XXII). This all-inclusive reality, Mother of
all distinct World-parts, is the cosmic Nots; XXVI, 1-2: 67« Mrrp 6
Nobs éorwv 7@V dAAwv. As it is identical with Zeus (and Hera), it is
the Air (cf. XVII, 2-6), universal Dominator; XIX, 1-4: [ ] év



PHALLIC HELIOS OF THE DERVENI PAP. AND SOLAR THEOLOGY 131

ékaoTov kékAnTou aTd Tob émikpaTodvTos, Zevs mavta (i.e. the All)
kaTd TOV avTov Adyov éxAnlbn: mavrta yap o anp émikpaTel
TooodTov 6oov BovAerar. In the created World order each thing is
constituted and called by its dominant character in the mixture in
which it consists. Similarly, the Universal All is called Zeus and vice
versa, because Air (= Zeus) dominates everything and all. The
Commentator presupposes the crucial Orphic fragment OF 21a, at
least two verses of which he actually cites in our extant shreds: v. 2 in
XVII.12; and v.7 in XIX.10; cf. XVIIL.12 for v.1. (To this fragment,
preserved in the Peripatetic De Mundo 7, 401a25 sqgq., Plato, Leges,
IV, 715¢ - to which the Scholiast ad. loc. p. 379 Hermann explicitly
testifies - and, before him, Aeschylus, ‘AAiddes, Fr. 70 Radt seem to
allude).

A definite and coherent philosophical system of Ionian physiology
underlies the Derveni interpretations. Its cosmogonical steps observe
the following sequence.

1) In the beginning there is an Archelacan Zaipos, a completely
homogeneous intermixture of all homoiomeries, all forms of being,
minutely divided and dispersed as tiny particles throughout the blend.
Equally distributed in this Ur-substance are the eminently active
molecules of fire; thus a perpetual, general shaking obtains which
secures permanent absolute homogeneity by equilizing accidental,
momentary anomalies of particle-concentration.

2) Homoiomeries of all kinds of being float in the Air of this Ur-
Mixture, like a Blowing and Wind (spirit, mvedpa). The (apparent)
character of that original All-One was airy. Yet the aerial particles did
not yet constitute Air (as we know it in the present World-state), since
they were not already collocated at such a sufficient quantity as to
establish an identity of substance capable of dominating the other
being-forms in the mixture. But in that stage of all things together and
none distinguishable there was implicit the reason of the articulation
in the present obtaining, developed World-Order, and this reason,
which resided in the aerial substance, composed the Cosmic
Intelligence (ppdvnois Tod Oeod ).

3) Fire-substance is collected, from its scattered state, principally in
a single entity, the Sun. World-formation begins, and is effected
through this demiurgic Protogonos.
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4) The Sun-Fire causes intense mobility and a state of continual
collision to the other particles. As a result, they tend to coacervate,
similar with similar. Air in particular emerges as a distinct vast
substance of universal sway. Under this rule beings are mixed with
essential character defined by the dominant homoiomery: stable
formations (i.e. things) come into existence. The Cosmic Harmony is
established.

These cosmogonical stages express, according to the
Commentator, the truth of the Orphic divine genealogies.

Thus (1) answers to aboriginal Night (cf. XI, 1-4 and X), the first
hypostasis of the early Orphic Theogony, construed as Chaos, i.c.
characterless equal mixture of all things together. Night in the original
Orphic Poem was mavopdedovoa, all-divining authoress of ominous
Word, and 7pogds, universal nurse (X, 9 and 11). In Rhapsodic
Orphic Theogony, Night was called Oecdv Tpogpos apBpoain (OF 106,
from Proclus). Merkelbach nicely constructs a hexametre which may
well have belonged to original Orphism:

NoTo mavoupebovoa Jedv Tpohds duBpooin NHE.

For mavopdetovoa, the Commentator easily allegorises universal
teacher (of truth); X, 1-10.

A physical interpretation of Night's nursing function is given by
the Commentator immediately afterwards; X, 12-13: 7pod[ov 8¢
$rjoas ad Jryy aivifle Jraw 8 [dJooa | 6 HAos Oeppaivwy b Jarder
(or better av JaAdel) Tadra 1 vo§ fb[yovoa | ov[vicTyow (or
ov[pmyvvow)... The solvative action of the heat is countered by the
coagulating and condensative function of nocturnal coldness, which
confirms things in their concrete identity under their prevailing
character: it feeds their particular essentiality. Such is Night's operation
in the evolved cosmic order. For coldness belongs to Night when Fire
has been separated from the homogeneous mass of “all things
together” by being concentrated on particular spots (and esp. in the
Sun), instead of existing in the original state of total dispersion
throughout that togetherness. In the initial state of things, the All-
Substance was equally warm and cold in all its parts. Coldness is not
necessarily implicated into the aboriginal Night. That primaeval,
undifferentiated Totality was Night, though tepid and indifferent.
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(Just as the original All-One was air, even though it included in
homogenous blending all else as well. It was Night and Air because in
the present segregated world-state, might and air sustain everything in
the last resort).

The precedence of Night over Light is explained in XI, 1-4: [7 [fs
Nukrés. é€ a[8vroifo & adrny [Aéye] xphioa yvduny mowod e Jvos
ddvrov €[l Jvaw 76 Babos Tijs Nukrds: od y[ap] Svver &5fo Jmep 76
bDs, AAAG viv év 7D avTd pé[vo v adyn kata[A JapuPaver. The
Orphic passage had Night proclaim a mighty oracle to Zeus (cf. XI.10
ot and XI.1 and 3), from the unenterable innermost sanctuary (of
existence): € advroro. The Commentator etymologizes ddvrov from
Yo, 8w, to set, and interprets this unsetting parameter of Night as
her depth, the profundity of darkness. It is the light that is kindled and
extinguished, the Sun and all natural luminaries of heaven that rise
and set; Darkness and Night are never kindled nor extinguished, they
never rise nor set, but are always there the same in the same place, the
underlying root and principle of being, whether illumined by the
splendour of light or unenlightened by it.

The Commentator’s etymology of d&dvrov is coupled by his bold
equation of the two senses of ypfioar (ypdw, deliver oracular
pronouncements and ypdw / kixpnut, furnish with a thing or the use
of a thing, cf. ypfiois, ypriowwos); X1, 5-9: ypfioar 8¢ kal apkéoar
70706 [8U Jvarau [ okéfacbow 8¢ xpn) éd’ & ketrali 76 ] dpréoan [ kal
76 xpijoat. | xpav Tévde Tov Oeov vouilov[tes ép Jyovrar [ [ Jevad-
pevol dooa modat. So to issue oracles is to provide with, to be strong
enough in usefulness, to suffice, to make good and satisfy (ypfjoar =
dpréoar )'°. And this is why people come to learn about their actions,
thinking that this God pronounces oracular responses, i.e. avails
(xpav)''. This “God” must be Apollo. Is a statue of Apollo to be
implied in the room or place of discourse, or is the disquisition being
held in an Apollonian Temple or at Delphi (where the seat of divinity
belonged to Night before it was seized by Apollo)?

Night emerges as the all-powerful Succourer (ypav ), the great
Nourisher (7po¢és ), the master Teacher (mavoudedovoa ) of
existence in this World order. She also is the Unapproachable (ddv-
Tov ) absolute presupposition of Existence.

Further, condition (2) in the cosmogonical process represents Fate
(Moipa ) and Necessity ("Avdykn, ‘Adpdorera ). Cf. Orphic
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Argonautica, 13: Apyaiov uév mpdra Xdovs auéyaprov Avdyrny
(although the sequel does not correspond to the proto-Orphic
structure). This Cosmic Necessity is the uninflexible lawfulness
governing all evolution out of the aboriginal Chaos, Chaos’ conjugal,
steely Rule. In Rhapsodic Orphic Theogony ’A8pdoreta sits in front
of Night’s cave (OF 105):

maAdunot 8¢ ydAxea pémrpa
ddkev "ASpnoelq.

The sounding of the cymbals notifies to all existence Night’s
decrees (ibid.). Cf. OF 152. The distinction between ’Adpdoreia,
Avdykn and Eipappévn - OF 162 - is clearly late. In Derveni
Orphism they are identical, as is also divine Intelligence (DPpdvnots )
and, consequently, Providence (IIpévoia ). (Cf. supra). The full Stoic
apparatus is already at work.

Night and Necessity, Chaos and Intelligence, Air and Spirit are the
double aspect of the aboriginal reality. What exists initially at the
absolute beginning of things is the total and thorough Mixture of
everything with everything, a Mixture so perfect that every part of it,
however small, contains particles of all homoiomeric natures, of all
existing characters of being. All things (natures) are broken down in
minute corpuscules and completely interfused. The nature which in
the end of the cosmogonical development will appear distinctly as Air
may be considered as providing the ontological framework of the
original Mixture (that which in a sense keeps it together), while all else
will then be taken as existing in it, in the form of a wind blowing, or
breath in the air, that is in its spiritual existence. This Air and Spirit is
then the Fate and the Intelligence of Existence, preexisting before all
evolution of reality and predetermining it.

The Sun in stage (3) interprets Protogonos - Phanes. It is the
splendour of Light emerging out of the dark Womb of Night.
Probably the consequent solidification, through freezing, of Earth and
Heaven at the lower and upper extremities of the Universe, once the
heat particles have been assembled at its focal center (cf. XV, 3-5), was
a commentary on the formation of the primal pair Heaven-Earth out
of the Cosmic Egg laid by Night!2, as in the Aristophanic parody,
Aves, 695 sqq.:
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’ ’ € /’ \ € ’ S 7
TikTeL mpdiTioTov Vmrmyéuior NOE 1) pedavémrepos wdv,
3 ol ’ ¢ v i 13 ’
&€ ol mepire M opévaus dpats éBAaaTev "Epws 6 mobewds,
’ -~ ’ -~ k] \ S ’ !
oTiABwv v@dTov mTeplyow xpuoaly, elkws dvepreat divaus.

This Orphic Eros is, of course, the Phanes-Protogonos. This is the
Light of the World.

With the fixation of Heaven and Earth, the first structure of a
differentiated reality is established. In fact the Commentator has
probably etymologised Odpavés so as to highlight such a fixation:
ovpilwv (= opllwv) vobs, Intelligence defining and fixative,
maintaining also the physical interpretation as horizon. (For *Q2«eavés
as horizon, v. OF 115; for Ocean as occupying the place of lower
Heaven, v. OF 117. For Odpavés as protective guardianship of the
World, from odpeiv v. OF 113). Tsantsanoglou’s tentative construal of
XIV, 11-14 is persuasive as regards the sense required: éxacr]ov. (with
Merkelbach, better than Tsantsanoglou’s 7&v €]évrwy. The preceding
sentence runs thus: Kpdvov 8¢ wvépacev amo Tod [ €[p Jyov adrov
kal TaAAa katd [Tov adTov Afdyov | ékactfov.) TdV yap
amdvr[wv obmw kpovopé Jvwv | [6 Nobs | ws op[ilw Jv ¢dow [Ty
erwvoplay éoxe v [ [Odpavid Js. adaip[et Jobaw 8’ ad[rév ¢no miv
Baow) Jelav | [kpovo Juévwv T[dv ] €[4 Jvr[wv. So the Commentator
postulates a naming of things according to their essential function
(amo Tob épyov ) - a principle of natural etymology in the Cratylean
sense. Kpdvos is then Kpodwv vods and Ovpavés is Ovpilwv vois.
Kpévos, further, arrogates the cosmic kingship to himself,
overthrowing Ovpavés in the sense that the universal collision of
natures represented by Kpévos annuls the first fixation of the World
established and sustained by the emergence and action of Odpavés. It
is relevant to notice in this connection the Hesiodic account
(Theogony, 154-160) that Heaven engaged the Earth in a perpetual
coition without allowing (free space between them for) the coming
forth of the offspring of this monstrous copulation, such offspring
being instead imprisoned within the maternal womb. Saturn
perpetrates the enormity, castrates Heaven and thus separates him
from Earth: the place for the intervening air is thus brought into
existence.

Finally, in step (4) the (principle of the) persistent clashing of
being-particles in the Intelligence-Mixture (@pdvnots - Moipa -
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mvedpa ) effected by the agency of the Sun once constituted, provides
the etymology and explanation of Kpdvos (i.e. kpovwv vobs, kpodo-
vTa Tov vodv mpos aAAnAa, XIV, 7). Kpévos is intelligence-as-
principle-of-a-general-collusion-of-things-to-one-another. Thus it is
both identical to cosmic intelligence and distinct from it; it preexists as
intelligence (the spiritual breath (mrvedua éév XVIII, 2) full of all kinds
of being-particles, a true mavomeppia €iddv in airy form) and yet as
representative of the universal clashing (considered as a distinct
moment in the onto-logical evolution, i.e. articulation, of reality) can
be said to come into being. First there exists Intelligence as Ur-
Substance, and more strictly as an aspect of the Ur-Substance. Then
there is fixed and fixative Intelligence as Odpavés, generated at the
primal formation of the Sun. And thirdly, there is born Kpévos, the
“striking” Intelligence, or rather mind (as was distinguished above)
cancelling the heavenly stability and causing the preliminary, necessary
upheaval with a view towards the establishment of a New World
Order.

This new World order is the realm of Zeus. For the universal
colliding movement generates (or rather separates in distinct body) the
enormity of Air as the universal Dominator, i.e. Zeds BaoiAeds, Zevs
8 apyos amavrwy etc. (XIX, 10 sqq.). And in this sense is Zeus born
from Cronos, and divine Phronesis precedes the God himself (XVIII,
9 sqq.: mpiv pév yap kAnbivar Ziva, Hv Moipa ¢povnois Tob Oeod
del Te kal dia mavTés émel 8’ éxAndn Zels, yevéolou adrov évoul-
obn, évra pev kat mpéobev, Svopalépevov 8 ovmw). In fact divine
Phronesis “precedes” divine Mind, and this the God, the
cosmogonical series being logically expressed by the sequence:
intelligence, mind, godhead. There is neither real change in identity,
nor alteration in mere nomenclature; World phases and cosmic aspects
are named in the sequence as and when they manifest themselves,
although they are eternally existing.

Ovpavos proceeds from Night: Ovpavos Evdpovidns (XIV, 6).
Cronos, and the other Titans, are children of Odpavds and I, in the
common theogonies. But the Commentator emphasises that the
Orphic poem ascribed in effect the generation of Cronos to Helios;
XIV 2-3: TodTov odv Tov Kpbvov yevéobar ¢noiv (sc. Orpheus) éx
700 ‘HMilov 7§ I'f) etc. The Helios of the Commentator is the
Protogonos-Phanes of the Orphic poem. The 8uBpos abéoparos



PHALLIC HELIOS OF THE DERVENI PAP. AND SOLAR THEOLOGY 137

from Phanes (OF 84, cf. supra) expresses his all-potent semen, creative
of the entire divine order; OF85 (v. esp. Damascius De primis
principiis 111 (I 286, 15 Ruelle): et 8¢ 6 map’ *Opeet mpwréyovos
feds o mavTwy oméppa pépwv TV Bedv amd Tod Wob TpdTOS EEE-
fope’® kat avédpape etc.). In this sense the real procreative power in
the first divine genealogies is Heliacal-Phanetic, even though the series
consists of the succession Ovpavos (XIV, 6) - Kpévos - Zebs (XV, 6).
There is thus Orphic justification for the Commentator’s solar
emphasis, given the equivalence Protogonos - Phanes = Helios.

Such solar emphasis was not a rarity in classical times. After
defining malehood and femineity as that which begets offspring in
somebody else and in itself respectively (de generatione Animalium
716al13), Aristotle illustrates the definition by cosmogonical
conceptions regarding Nature at large: Earth was regularly the great
Mother (v. Ch. 12 infra, n. 6a), while Heaven or Sun or some other
similar celestial power played the role of Universal Father; 716a15: 616
kai év 7@ 6Aw T Ths I'fs dvow ws OFAv kal unrépa vouilovow,
Odpavov 8¢ kal “HAwov 7 7t 7V AAAwY TGV ToloUTwy ws yevv-
vras kal matépas mpooayopevovoiv. Acknowledgement of the
crucial importance of the Sun and of its annual (apparent) movement
in the ecliptic for the realisation of natural processes and becoming in
general on Earth, was readily forthcoming. Aristotle, Physica, 194b13:
avlpwmos yap dvbpwmov yevvd kal MAwos. Metaphysica, 1071al3:
avlpwmov aiTiov T4 Te oToLyela, TOp Kkal Y7 ws VA kal TO Ldov
GESOS, Kal\, gTL TL (’J:AAO é’fw OEOV C; WaTﬁP, Kaz 7Tap&, To0TO C; U.HALOS‘
katl 6 Aofos kikAos (the zodiacal belt). And generally, De Generatione
et Corruptione, 336a31: 616 kal ody 1 mpw Ty popa (the diurnal
movement of the Sun) airia éori yevéoews kal Pplopds, AAX* 1) kaTa
Tov Aoéov kiukdov (sc. the solar movement along the ecliptic).

In the heliocentric philosophical and theological developments
there was presupposed firm and clear awareness of the heightened
solar significance in the formation and running of the World,
especially as manifested in the seasonal year. A eulogy on the Sun, with
recension of its vital and multifarious beneficial actions and essential
virtues is given by Plinius, Naturalis Historia, 11, 4(6) §§12-13. Cf.
the elaborate analyses in Macrobius, Comm. In Somnium Scipionis, 1,
20, 1-8. The basic idea is expressed already in Xenophanes; 21A 42:
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Hevopavns Tov uév nAwov xpriowuwov elvar mpds Ty ToD kéopov Kal
TN TAV v avTd {Wwv yéveolv Te kal Swolknowy, Ty 6¢ ceAfymy
mapélkew. The recognition of the cardinal heliacal influence is in fact
accompanied here by a rejection of the lunar role in the cosmic
processes, or at least of the importance of Moon’s action, contrary to
widely popular views, evidently very ancient, such as those represented
in the Aegyptiaca of Hecatacus from Abdera, upholding the
preeminence of the divine pair, Sun - Moon. (B7 = Diodorus I, 11, 1;
5-6; cf. 12, 3. Cf. Macrobius, op. cit. I, 19, 23). Anaxagoras called the
Earth mother of plants and the Sun their father; Peripatetic de plantis,
817a23: estque principium cibi plantarum a tera et principium
generationis fructuum a sole. et ideo Anaxagoras dixit quod earum
frigus est ab aere (the Greek re-translation has: 67u 7 oypérns TobTwy
éoTiv amo Ths yfs, which is more apt in the context) et ideo dicit
lechogeon (I propose Aexycyaiov following Diels’ suggestion Aeycdiov
yi; cf. Callimachus Hymnus in Jovem, 14, Peins Aeyciov for the
place where Rhea bore her child and Zeus was born; here Aeycryaiov
would mean earth as perennially pregnant and in childbirth, with all
that grows out of, and on, her) quod terra mater est plantarum et sol
pater. The second Pythagorean principle is here represented by Earth
in a way that leaves no place for the Moon: for instead of the usual
double polarity Heaven-Earth and Sun-Moon we have just one: Sun-
Earth. This squares with the religious construal of Moon as chthonic
(Selene-Hecate).

The crucial importance of the Sun for the life of the entire
Universe was also highlighted by the Pythagorean view of it as the
heart of the cosmic-all, the principal and leading factor in the world
(1yyepovikcrTaTov - sc. kUkAov elvar Tov Tob HAiov - kal ofov kapdiav
700 wavtés, Theo Smyrnaeus, p. 138.17-8 Hiller). V. op.cit. p.
187.14-7: ...lva. 7o kéopov, ws kéopov kal {bov, Ths éubvyias )
TUmos odTos (sc. the position of the Sun in the planetary order of
distance), woavel kapdias Tod wavTds ovTos Tob MAlov ToAvbépuov
dua T kivnow kai 76 péyebos kal TV cuvodiav TGOV mepl adTéV
(sc. mAavijrav). Cf. p. 188.3-714.

The adequate appreciation of the solar influence in the
constitution and working of the World was enhanced by the all-
powerful symbolism of the Light borne by, or (out) of, Darkness, a
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peculiarly Orphic experience. The combination of these two moments
provides the source of Greek heliacal theology. The logicomythical,
religiophilosophical and philosophical systems (of mixed theology or
physiology) that were orphically oriented or influenced, were
(consequently) prone to capitalize on the heliacal interpretation of the
Protogonos doctrine. Already in Pherecydes’ Zeus, when about to
begin World-creation proper, is transformed into Eros (7B3). This
answers so closely Zeus’ swallowing of Phanes at the start of the
cosmogonical process (cf. e.g. OF 82 and IX, 4 of the Derveni
papyrus), that, given the identity of cosmic Eros with Phanes (cf. OF
83 and 85), it must entail an Orphic connexion in Pherecydes. Thus
Joannes Lydus’ statement that Zeus was identical with Helios in the
Pherecydean system (7A9 = de mensibus IV, 3) reflects the basic fact
that God is transformed into, or assumes the attributes of, or is
identified with, the Sun in order to form the World. This complex
idea is expressed in the often maintained aspectual identity of Zeus
with Helios. Zevs “H)wos is attested from Amorgos in the 6th century
in a rock inscription (IG XII (7) 87; v. Gaertringen unwarrantedly
declines to accept the identity here). The Empedoclean recension of
the four plldpara in 31B6 refers to fire by Zeds apy1s, the radiant
Zeus, the aetherial brilliance. The difficult Orphic poem in a Sicilian
golden leaf (OF 47 = FV, 1B21) involves the invocation to wavémrns
Zebs (v. 2; cf. OF 170); mavémrs, all-seeing, is the standard epithet
of the Sun: in fact the same very poem combines in v. 10: Zed "OAY-
pie kal mavémra “Ae. Sun is fire (v. 3, “HAwe mdp), and twice Fate
is referred to, once as all-inventive, all-devising, she who sees through
everything (mappuforwp), which suggests a reflection of the
equivalence feod ppdvnais = Moipa in the Derveni Commentary'>.
Zeus swallows Phanes in early Orphism, assimilates the latter’s
essence to himself and assumes his powers plenipotentially; this virtual
identification through absorption of two distinct hypostases effects
functional identity: the Protogonos’ spermatic nature (OF 84;
symbolized also by his hermaphroditism, cf. OF 80-1) constitutes
Zeus creative faculty. First, the cosmic structure is articulated within
Zeus (OF 167, from the rhapsodic cosmogony, which in this
reproduces archaic Orphism: v. Derveni papyrus, col. XVI1.3-5; cf.
M.L. West, The Orphic Poems, 1983, pp. 88 sqq.). And then, world-
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creation proper follows (OF 168.31-32). A conflation of the two
stages, or rather moments, of creation surfaces in the Stoicizing,
pantheistic construal of Zeus so impregnated as the cosmic whole itself
(OF 168.1-30).

The Derveni Commentator provides physical interpretation of the
entities and processes involved, under preservation of the structural
scheme. Fundamentally, the panspermatic nature of Phanes is
dropped; it is the Air that involves all seeds of being out of which the
present World-formation is shaped, but this creation can only happen
through the agency of the Protogonos - Helios: such efficient causality
is thus ascribed to the Sun-cosmic membrum virile in 1111, 4 sqq.; and
correspondingly a mechanistic interpretation (in the Atomistic
manner') is given for the Phanetic semen - opv.

The functional theocracy of Zeus - Helios is an evident mark of
physiologized Orphic influence. It was mediated by the equivalence
Phanes - “HAwos, which was not restricted to abstruse allegorical
speculations, but is widespread enough to occur in poetry as well.

Sophocles, Fr. 1017 Nauck?:

"HA\, olxripous éué,
o € \ 14 \ -~
<6v> ol gogpol Aéyovat yevvmry Oedv

\ ’ ’ 17
KO TTATEPA TTAVTWV.

Cf. Oedipus Tyrannus 660:

> \ /7 ~ \ ’
00 Tov mavTwv Oedv Oedv mpdpov

“Alwov.

Probably the aspectual identity was not interpretative alone, or
implicative (the first-born Light of the World, mpwréyovov @Pdos,
being expressed by the splendour of the shining solar disc), but was
further postulated by the underlying common experience vividly
manifested in identical images. So OF 78:

voelats mTepUyecat dopevpevos evba kal évba (sc. Phanes).
Xp ply ped

OF 1 (Aristophanic Aves):
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é',B)\aGTev "EPU)S‘ (5 WO@ELVC;S,

(77'0\,8(,011 V(:)'TOV 7TT€P15')/OLV XPUU(IEV.
OF 62:
b /’ ’ k) /’ /’
HEALE, XpUUEalUlV aElPO‘LL€VE WTEPU)/GUO'LV.

(cf. OF 54).

There is a detail which tends to confirm the Orphic affiliation of
Archelaus. When the Protogonos - Phanes emerges out of Night!8,
what is seen is not he himself but his radiance illumining the aetherial
depths, OF 86 (and cf. OF 2). Only Night has a direct vision of him.
The experience presupposed is probably not that of the primacy of the
day-light over, and its independence from, the rays of the Sun (as is
mythologically expressed in Hesiod by the marked precedence of the
generation of Day over that of the Sun and Moon, Theogony 124 and
371-4 respectively), but rather that of the dawn before the actual rising
of the solar disc above the Horizon. In any case, the Orphic view was
taken up and articulated philosophically in the Empedoclean doctrine
of the Sun as a spectral image of the fiery hemisphere, this latter being
invisible from the earth’s surface. Fire, when at the beginning of world-
formation was secreted from the initial state of homogeneity, was
accumulated in one cosmic hemisphere, leaving air intermingled with
a little fiery essence to occupy the other. The reflection of the igneous
hemisphere on the earth is projected onto the sky of the aerial
hemisphere as the (phenomenal) Sun; 31A30 DK I p. 288. 26-30;
A56 DK; B44 DK. The greater impetus of the fire collected in one
hemisphere, to which the air in the other succumbed and yielded,
caused both the cosmic rotation (A30 DK I p. 288.27-8) and the
inclination of the polar axis (A58 DK)".

Archelaus preserves the same basis of an indirect vision of the
source of light, but articulates it differently. Before the declension of
the World-Axis the Sun was invisible from the Earth, since the
terrestrial surface has a concave form with a depression in the middle
and high mountains all round. A4 §4: émucAbivar 6¢ Tov ovpavdv
ot kal oUTws TOV NAwov éml Ths yhis mofjoar dds kal TV Te dépa
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mooaw Sadav) kal T yiv Enpdv. Ajuvmy yap elvar T6 mpdTOV,
ATe KUKAW pev oboav UmAny, uéoov 8é kolAnv. onuelov 8¢ Pépet
T1)s kotAéTnTOS, 671 0 “HAwos oDy dua avaTéAdel Te kal dveTal
maow, 6mep €€ cupPaivew, elmep v opad). The expression Tov
Mo émrl TH)s yis moufjoau pds means principally direct illumination
by the solar rays, and does not preclude the possibility of a dim light
diffused in the upper hemisphere when the Sun approached the
horizon of the concave Earth before the cosmic declension, just as it
happens now at dawn. So that when the Sun was generated, it could
only be the object of indirect vision from the surface of the earth that
was to be inhabited. This all fits well with the Derveni papyrus
interpretative method which consists in construing theogonical
successions as stages in physical cosmic creation. The identification of
the original Sun with Protogonos is presupposed throughout.

The functional identity of Zeus-Helios in their creative aspect is
consistent with their hypostatic diversity. Scythinos from Teos (4th
century B.C.) conceives of the World-order as cosmic harmony played
upon the World-lyre by Apollo, son of Zeus, using as plectrum the
sunlight, the solar rays. Scythinos?” sings of the lyre (22C 3.1 DK):

N appélerar
Znpds ededns ‘AméAAwv maoav, dpxmv kai TéXos
ovAAa S, éxel 8¢ Aapmpdv mAfkTpov ‘HAlov ddos.

The sunlight and solar rays as plectrum in the universal Lyre
squares well with the Sun causing the collision of beings that generates
the World. The solar light striking (7wA9r7ew ) the cosmic
constituents in Scythinos answers exactly to Helios causing them to be
struck one against another (kpodeobar mpos dAAnAa ) (Col. XIV) in
the Derveni Papyrus?!. This construal connects Apollos musical
function with the Sun as universal moderator of cosmic harmony.
Solar rays are also archetypally seen as arrows of the God. The
Apollonian symbols, thus, the bow and the Iyre, fit well into a heliacal
setting, given a developed solar religion and theology. Consequently, it
emerges that the utilization of just these symbols in the formulation of
the central Heracleitean doctrine (22B51 DK) is of primal
significance. The rays of the god strike or smite (7A7TTew, kpodew,
also malew ), vivify or kill, send illness or heal it. (Apollo’s medicinal
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faculty is therefore brought into the same nexus). [laiwv et sim. may
well be related to this striking and smiting activity of the solar god
(Macrobius, Saturnalia, 1, 17, 17; Scholia in Aristophanes Plutus,
636). The Apollo agnrwp of Ilias I, 404-5 (pace Zenodotus) had been
connected in antiquity to Apollo theArcher (Sch. b? Erbse; cf. Scholia
d) ¢ acels Ta BéAn (Et. M. s.v. aprirwp 177.27S.) and identified
with the Sun (op.cit. 177.28): Apollo’s arrows are the solar rays. The
Derveni Commentator kept well within this underlying experience in
interpreting the Orphic cosmogony.

That Apollo is son of Zeus, who, in the Orphic theogonies, stems
from Helios - Protogonos - Phanes - Eros, only superficially seem to
preclude the functional identity Apollo - Helios, or to cast shade on
the force and character of the underlying connections. According to
the Derveni Commentary, for instance, Zeus as Air exists both before
and after the emergence of the Sun - Protogonos out of Night. But it
is only after its occupation of a vast extent as a continuous or quasi-
continuous body (as a result of the separation of the fire particles and
their collocation in the Sun) that Air becomes the universal
Dominator; in this sense only then does Air become Zeus, the ruler
King of the World. And similarly the Sun before and after the jovial
new cosmic order is both identical and different: it is the same
collection basically of bright, warm particles of fire, the difference
lying in that he is the absolute Lord of the World previous to the
current cosmic articulation (7 vov duakdounats ), while he is part of
Zeus' governance afterwards. This is why the World is so to speak re-
created by Zeus following his swallowing of the first organizing
principle, Phanes. Apparent tensions of the type indicated above can
be readily resolved in such way.

It is in a similar way that Cleanthes” doctrine is best understood as
well. Zeus is the World-whole, the universal substance permeated by
the divine spirit, the totality of being bound together by the cosmic
Tévos in one entity under all its various forms. (Cf. SVF I 536)?2.
Deities are named according to different phases or aspects or powers of
this single existence, the World. (Thus e.g. Hercules is the invincible
cosmic 7ovos which maintains being in one coherent whole
differentiated in accordance with the modes of relaxation and
intensification distinctive to that tension, cf. I 514). Fiery is the vital
force, psychic and mental, which governs each being (cf. I 513). The
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Sun, as the principal cosmic fire, is the authoritative, commanding
part of the World, the 7yeuoviov 1ot Kéopov (1 449). This universal
Dominator is part of the entire World (of Zeus in his all-inclusive
existence) in the present cosmic order, but coincides with Zeus in the
state of total conflagration, éxmipwots, from which World-creation
begins (cf. I 510-512 and I 536). The analogy in this respect with the
Derveni theory is remarkable. Decisive confirmation of all this is
found in Cleanthes’ famous Hymn to Zeus (1. 537). Zeus is the
supreme God (k0dior’ abavdrwy ), He of the many Names (‘roAvcd-
vupe ), eternally all-powerful (raykpareés aiel, v. 1), leader of Nature
(pvoews apymyé ), Governor of the Universe with his Law = Reason,
(vépov péra mavra kuBepvdv, v. 2). He is the Divine Spirit, the
permeator universitatis (I, 533), to which the entire World
“voluntarily” yields, is subdued and dominated, vv. 3-4:

\ \ ~ e/ /’ € /’ \ ~
oot 87 mas 68e Kdouos, éAooduevos mepl yatav,

/ 2 ” Ve N e ~ ~
7T€L0€’TU.L, 7 KEV AY7)S, KOL €KWV UTTO TELO KPATELTOL.

This domination is effected through the Ministry of the Sun, by
whose radiant striking all Nature’s works are effected and
consummated, and the common reason of the World is directed in its
entrance and presence everywhere as fiery light, vv. 5-9:

Tolov éxets Dmoepyov avikiTols V1o Xepolv

audrrm, mupdevta, deldovra kepavvéy:

70D yap Vo TANYfs PUoews wavT’ Epya < TeAebTaLs
ol \ /. \ ’ A \ ’

& oV kaTevBivers kowov Adyov, bs dud mavTwY

qﬁow@, ;uyvzﬁ‘uevog ;Le'yé.)\mg [ULKpols Te (ﬁdeam.

That Zeus holds in his hands the solar lightning thunderbolt neatly
answers and interprets the proto-Orphic image, as reported in the

Derveni papyrus VIII 4-5:

Z€l)§ ‘LLéV €’7T€2 87)] 7ra7'pc‘>s éOl? 7ré.pa 06’0'(;150.7'0]/ &PXT\}V
3y / 3 ’ ' \ ’ ’
a)\K'T]V T €V XGLPEO‘O'LV e)\aﬁev Kat Sat/./,ova KUSPOV.

This aAxm, strength or force of Zeus, is symbolised by his lightning
thunderbolt. As Heracleitus put it: 7a 8¢ mdvra olaxile kepavvéds (22
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B 64). More specifically, vital warmth, proceeding from the Sun,
sustains, according to him, the life of all living beings (Hisdosus
Scholasticus in 22B67a; the testimony comes from another era, but
fits congenially with what is known about Heracleitean doctrines).

There is also the notion of solar rays hitting the cosmic substance
and thus forming determinate beings as they strike the harmonious
World-order (cf. the kpovew, mAfrrew, mAfkrpov of the Derveni
commentary and Skythinos as noted above). The Sun is the supreme
royal Minister in the service of highest Godhead, and it is to the solar
agency that this Godhead owes his position, v. 10:

& (sc. the previously mentioned living, fiery lighthing, i.e.
Heliacal radiance) o0 7éc0s yeyaws fmaros Bacireds Sia.

’
TTAVTOS.

The Sun is precisely the creative aspect of Divinity, hypostatically
distinct from its progenitor, yet 6.’ od Ta mdvra éyévero.

This symbolism was naturally enhanced (given Apollo’s sonship in
relation to Zeus) by the theocracy Apollo - Helios, which is
emphatically present in Cleanthes (I, 540-2) and was characteristically
operative in Orphism, OF 172 (Proclus): mp@dTov 67) ToiTo kaTavon-
owpev, 6mws kal adTos (sc. Plato) domep "Oppeds Tov "HAwov eis
TavTéV Tws dyer TG AméAAwrt kal ws THY kowwviav mpeoPedel
ToUTWV TGOV Dedv. éxetvos uev (sc. ‘Oppeds) yap Siappndnv Aéyel
kal 8id mdons, ws elmely, THs mouoews. The Orphic identity of a
solar Apollo is, happily, testified very early by Aeschylus in his lost
tragedy Bassarae or Bassarides, the second play of his Lycurgean
tetralogy; v. Stefan Radt, Tragicorum Graecorum Fragmenta, vol. 3,
1985, pp. 138-9%. The basic account in the Eratosthenic Catasterismi
represents a precis of the play as a whole?4. Orpheus, having been
initiated into the Mysteries of chthonicity (of life and death) through
his descent to Hades in search of Eurydice, reoriented his principal
devotion from Dionysus (whom he had until then worshipped
primarily to his own acclaim) to Helios, whom he now ranked greatest
among Gods and identified with Apollo: dia 8¢ Ty yvvaika els
“Awdov karafas (sc. Orpheus) kal idwv Ta éxet ola v, Tov wév Aid-
vugov ovkéTL éripa, v’ ob M dedofacuévos, Tov 8¢ “HAwov wéyt-
oTov TGV Oedv évéuioev, 6v kal ‘AmdéAAwva mpoanyldpevoev etc.,
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Eratosthenes, Catesterismorum Reliquiae, p. 29.3-11 Olivieri = p.
140.4-8 Robert (the phrases 6w &¢ ... ofa W and v’ 0d v Sedofa-
ouévos are found in the text R of the Epitome (v. Olivieri), confirmed
by the Scholia ad Germanicum BP and Hyginus, Astronomicon, 11, 7,
v. pp. 140-1 Robert). In view of the Thracian origin and context of the
Orpheus?, it is significant that Sophocles testifies to the precedence of
solar worship among the Thracians; Tereus Fr. 523 Nauck?: “HMe,
dukimrmos Oppél mpéoPiaTov aéPas (oéBas with Bothe, in place of
the manuscript reading céAas). Tereus was himself a Thracian (cf. e.g.
Thucydides 11, 29). Preeminence of solar worship is also testified for
the Pacones; Maximus Tyrius IX, 8: Ilaioves oéBovot wev “Hhwov,
dyadpa 8¢ ‘HAlov Ilowovikdv Slokos Bpaxvs vmép pakpod EdAov. In
high classical times the Pacones inhabited especially the area of the
middle and upper Strymon and western Rhodope; their land included
the sources of the modern Iskur = ancient Skios (cf. Herodotus IV, 49,
1;V, 1, 2; 13, 2), whose sources were in Mount Scombrus = modern
Rila (Thucydides, 11, 96). In Paconia was also located Lake Kerkinitis
= ancient Prasias, Herodotus V, 17, 2. The country lay to the
northwest of Mount Pangaios, VII, 113, 1, and extended to the west
of the Strymon down to the Axios river and even beyond it in a thin
wedge (Thucydides II, 99). The close proximity of Pangeaon to
Paconia is thus amply confirmed.

Pangacon was, according to the Aeschylean testimony, the place of
high solar worship on the part of Orpheus. The name of the first play
of the Lycurgean tetralogy was Edonoi, belonging to a people
originally inhabiting the low country between the Axios and the
Strymon (Thucydides, II, 99). In fact the people initially dwelling in
Pieria (north of Olympus) were pushed out of their land by the
conquering and expanding Macedonians, and moved to the coastal
area east of the Strymon, i.e. to the Pangaeon lowlands (Thucydides
11, 99; Herodotus VII, 112). Leibethra, where the remains of Orpheus
were buried by the Muses (already according to the Aeschylean
account) was located in Pieria near Dion (cf. e.g. Pausanias I, 30, 7;
Livy XLIV, 5, 12; the Leibethrion in Boeotia - Pausanias IX, 34 §4;
Strabo IX p. 410; v. esp. X p. 471 - is evidently a transposition from
the Olympian Leibethra, reflecting the Thracian presence from earliest
times in southeast Greece). Of a Leibethra by Pangaion speaks
Himerius (XLVI, 18-9 Colonna) alone: it is, most likely, simply an
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erroneous inference from the Eratosthenic account of Aeschylus’
Bassares, conflating two valid traditions (that Orpheus’ passion took
place on Pangaion and that his tomb existed at Leibethra near Dion)
into one faulty result. On the other hand, it is just possible that a place
of burial had been acclaimed for Orpheus in the area of his death; this
would be the less widely known, perhaps even obscure, Pangaean
Leibethra.

Once the solar dimension of early Orphism is well confirmed, we
can draw in further illustrations of its influence in the high classical
spirit. The heliacal identity of Apollo is recognised in Euripides
Phaethon, Fr. 781.11-3 Nauck?:

@ kaAupeyyes “HAL, dis u” amdddecas
kal Tévd™ AméAwy & év ﬁporoig 6p0(f)s Ka)\f]‘,

1% \ ~ 3y 7 > 5 7
OO0TLS TA OLYWVT OVOAT OL8€ SGL‘LLOV(UV.

Playing on the insistent etymological connection "AméAAwv -
améAAvue (cf. e.g. Scholia in Euripides, Orestes, 1389; Macrobius,
Saturnalia, 1, 17, 10), Apollo is here considered as the mystic -
symbolic name of the Sun. Solar precedence over all godhead is

affirmed in Sophocles, Oedipus Rex, 660-1:

5\ ’ ~ \ ’
oV TOV TTAVTWV 06(1)1/ GEOV TTPOLOV

“Aliov.

And, similarly, the Sun is invoked as progenitor of Gods and father
of all according to wise men in Sophocles, Fr. 1017 N? (without cause
relegated to the dubious category by Nauck following Bernhardy v.
loc.cit.). Cf. Fr. 672. In Fr. 870 Apollo as Phoebus is identified with
the Sun; cf. Aeschylus, Prometheus Vinctus, 22.

It turns out that the testimony of Heracleitus (the scholar) is
trustworthy, and reflects genuine early Orphic traditions; Homerica
Problemata, 6, 6, p. 7 Buffinre: “O7u pév Tolvvv 6 adrds ‘AméAAwy
‘HAlw, kat Oeos eis duatv dvépact koopeiTar, oadés nuiv éx Te TAV
pUeTIKOY ASywy, ols ai améppnTol TeAeTal Beodoyodat, kal 70
Snuddes dvw kal kdTw BpvAoduevov “c “HAwos "AméAAwv, 6 8¢ ye
"AméAAwv “HAwos™. The mystic accounts, and esp. the unspeakable
rites (améppmrol TeAeral ), standardly refer to Orphism, which
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expressed the preeminently Greek “theology” (feodoyotot ). The
argument for this Orphic identity?® was elaborated, among others, by
Apollodorus, evidently in his great work /Zepl Gecov; op.cit. 7, 1: nrpi-
Bwraw 8 1 mepl TobTwv dmédeiéis kal AmoAdrodpw, mepl maTav
ioToplav avdpl dewd. The doctrine, of Orphic emphasis, was also the
common stock of popular belief*’.

There is, thus, a well-documented Orphic emphasis on solar
worship, reflecting (and partly identifying with) the preeminence of
the Orphic Phanes, the Apparent One, the First Born (Ilpwréyovos )
of existence. The underlying experience is of the Light of the World
(10 ¢pds Tob kéouov, John 5; 10), borne from the aboriginal
Darkness, of the Daylight borne of the Night - a generation which
turns the undifferentiated chaos of primeval abyss into the orderly
structures of well-formed, identifiable being. The nexus of basic
logicomythical thinking constituting this solar theology is well-
captured by Alexander in his prose hymn to Apollo Smintheus
(Rhetores Graeci, IX p. 321 Walz): *2 Zuivbie "Amodrov?s, Tiva. yp1
<oe> TpooeiTely TPSTEPOV; NALOV TOV ToD PwTos Taulav kal TNyNY
THs ovpaviov TavTns alyAns; 1 vodv, ws o 7@V BeoAoyodvTwy Adyos,
SukovTa pev dua TAV ovpaviwy, tévra 8¢ 8 aibépos émi Ta THde;
(for the idea cf., beyond its Stoic dressing, the Empedoclean view
noted above) 7 wéTepov avTov Tov SAwv dnutovpyov 1 [méTepov |
SevTepevovoav <avTob> Sivauy; 8.’ Ov ceAYn pev kékTnTow TéAas,
) 8¢ Tovs (dlovs 7ydmmoev Gpovs, BadaTTa 6¢ ovy Umepfaivel Tods
iblovs pvyovs. Pact yap Tod ydovs kateAndéros Ta oUumavTa Kol
TAVT WY CUYKEXUUEVWY KAl PEPOUEVWY TNV ATAKTOV EKelvny Kal
auty? popdv, oe ek TAV ovpaviwy afidwy éxAdufavTa okeddoal
Wev 70 xdos éketvo, amoréoar 6¢ Tov {Sdov, Talw 8’ émbetvar Tols
dmaow. AAAQ TadTa puév coddv maial pilocopeiv mapaleimw (cf.
op.cit., p. 329 sq.). The antithesis between light and darkness, celestial
and terrestrial, olympic and chthonic, was construed in logicomythical
lore as generation of the former from the latter. Such mysteric
experience was crystallized in Orphism through gorgeous imagery and
ponderous articulation, both pregnant with meaning. In such a
context the typically earthy animal, the rat (esp. the field rat) was
associated with the solar god, as symbolic of his origin. Origination
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further turned into a relationship of (aspectual) identity between
parent and offspring, in the double-faced Apollo - Dionysus.

)

NOTES

References to the Derveni papyrus are made to the fullest edition so far, R.
Janko, The Deveni Papyrus: an Interim Text, Zeitshrift fiir Papyrologie
und Epigraphik, Band 141, 2002, pp. 1-62. The numeration of the
columns is the same with that in the provisional translation of the Papyrus
by André Laks and Glenn W. Most in A. Laks - G.W. Most (eds.), Studies
on the Derveni Papyrus, 1997, pp. 9-22. Column numeration in
Merkelbach’s proekdosis (in Zeitschrift fiir Papyrologie und Epigraphik, 47,
1982, separate numeration after p. 300) is four numbers lower. A text
(based on Janko’s), French translation and extended annotation has been
published by Fabienne Jourdan, Le Papyrus de Derveni, 2003. A
booklength study of the Papyrus including edition and translation has been
given by Gabor Betegh, The Derveni Papyrus, 2004. Tsantsanoglou (with
Parassoglou and Kouremenos) finally produced an edition of the papyrus
with introduction, commentary and a set of photographs. The work is
hastily done, uncritical and misleading. Dirk Obbink and Apostolos Pierris
have recently undertaken a new full study of the text, with the use of
multispectral imaging; our edition is scheduled to appear about the end of
2007.

But uncouth (judged by classical style criteria) constructions seem to occur
spontaneously in the text. In any case the beginning of the Orphic poem
consisted of a hymn to Helios.

The idea that Noos is equivalent to the totality of being is expressed in
terminology applying to the value and price of things (duos ). This is a
significant parallelism to the Heracleitean monetary formulation and
illustration of the universal principle of existence B90 DK: mupds e avra-
wotBn (exchange) Ta wdvra, ¢nolv ¢ ‘HpdrAeiros, kal wip dmdvTwy,
Skwomep xpuood xpuarta kal xpnudrwy xpvods. Here it is the Sun (-
Nots ) which is money for everything,

In this context ééadAdooecfar means not utterly change, be transformed,
but withdraw or remove (to oneself from something else), similarly to
Thycydides V, 71: ééaAAdrrew del TGV évavTiwy Ty éavrod ylpvwo.
Cf. amaAAdrrew and éfamarrdrrew, Thucydides IV, 28. Cf. Euripides,
Iphigeneia in Tauris, 135).
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V. esp. A10 DK (I p. 83.33 sqq.): ot 6¢ 76 éx Tob didiov yéviuov Oeppod
Te kal Yuypod kaTd TV yéveaw Tolde Tob Kéopov dmorplival kal Twa
éx ToUTOU PAoyds adaipav mepipuival T mepl THY YTy dépL s TAD
8évdpw PAoidy: HoTvos dmoppayeions kal els Twas dmorxAeiohelons
KOKkAovs oo Tiival Tov HAwov kal TIY geAfvmy kal Tovs doTépas. All the
basic (at least) contrarieties are similarly secreted (éxxpivectar ) from the
indeterminate Infinite (A9, A16).

For the Ephesian Letters v. also Hesychius s.v.; Anaxilas Fr. 18.7 Poetae
Comici Graeci, I, p. 285; Aclius Dionysius €, 79 (cf. Apostolius, XI, 29,
Paroemiographi Graeci, II p. 523.1) and Pausanias Atticista €, 85 in H.
Erbse, Untersuchungen zu den Attizistischen Lexica, p. 120.25 and p.
183.3; Plutarch, Quaestionum Convivalium, VII, 5, 4 (706D-E). The
Letters formed six words mentioned by Androcydes (and Hesychius):
AYKI, KATAYKI, AIE, TETPAE, AAMNAMENEYZY, AIXIA. They
were worn on the feet, the girdle and the crown of Artemis in Ephesus
(Pausanias). The Magians ordained their salutary recitation for those
possessed by daemons (Plutarch). The words were averters of evil in general,
pregnant with cosmic meaning, ¢wval ¢uoikov éumepiéyovoa<i> voiv
aAeéirarov (Pausanias; cf. Sudas.v. Adpikavos 6 Zééros; esp. Menander,
Llaubiov, 2, Meineke). They also secured victory to those pronouncing
them at critical junctures (Aelius Dionysius; and Apostolius VIII, 17
[Paroemiographi Graeci, 11 p. 429.15]). The magical force of the words is
empbhasized by Photius Lexicon s.v.: pwval avrimdbeiav Twa dvowkny
éyovoat. At face value the words were devoid of meaning (Macarius IV, 23
[Par. Gr. IT p. 169.5]; Diogenianus in note ad II Par. Gr. p. 430). Some
attributed the invention of the Ephesian Letters to the Idacan Dactyls, thus
confirming their mysteric origin (Clemens, Stromateis I, 73, 1 p. 360 P).
The Idacan Dactyls were sorcerers (yénres ), according to an ancient
construal reported in the Epic Poem Phoronis, one of whom was precisely
called dapvapeveds (v. Phoronis, Fr. 2, Fragmenta Epicorum Graecorum,
ed. Bernabé, I p. 118).

There is an analogy between incantations of the nature of the Ephesian
Letters as interpreted in the ancient testimonies and Orphic poetry
according to the Derveni Commentator.

In Col. VII, the latter sets out to describe concisely the essential character of
original Orphism. The poetry is in hymnic form, it is a glorification (Soo-
Aoyla in the later sense) of divine entities: VII, 2: § Juvov [Jy i kai
Oep[i]ra Aéyof[vra]. (And cf. XXII, 11: o7i 8¢ Kal év Tols Juvors
€l[pn Juévov). The contents are sound and religiously permissible (to be
spoken), Uyu} and feperd - obviously, the point to be understood is that
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this is so, despite glaring appearances to the contrary. (Allegory is now in
full sway, correcting also the illicit mythological pictures concerning divine
existence). A justification is then required, and qwile Jro yap [t moroe
will do nicely (which is much to be preferred over the lepovpyet Jro adopted
by Tsantsanoglou, The First Columns of the Derveni Papyrus, pp. 95, 119
in A. Laks - G.W. Most (edd.) Studies on the Derveni Papyrus, 1997. The
available space between Aéyo[vra and fwile o then can be aptly filled
with ém, as Tsantsanoglou suggests). In fact the text runs smoothly thus:
ﬁwc’@e Jro yap [ T Ju ﬂoﬁaet, Kal elmety oﬁX oty 7[e T'r‘]v TV 6 JvopdTwy
[0 Jow kaitow pnbévra- éoTi 8¢ E[évy Tis 7] wémous [k Jal avBpw[mous |
aivi[yp Jardddns. What is said in the sacred hymn is sound and religiously
sanctioned because it is spoken as a riddle, not to be understood at its face
value. Thus even though spoken (kairor pnfévra, sc. 7a émrn from above,
or Td véuaTa), it is not possible to explain the natural potency (¢dow ),
the full significance, of the words involved (¢dow again to be preferred to
Tsantsanoglou’s Adow, with A. Laks and G.W. Most, op.cit. p. 12, who
suggest full force as a rendering of pvow. Adois dvopdrwr is, at least,
harsh, as against Adois dmopias, mpofAnudrwy and the like, which,
besides, are not early locutions). Even though spoken, the sacred sayings are
therefore unspoken. The poetry is unfamiliar and riddlesome for men (but
clear to superior beings, the kpeirTova yévn). Not that Orpheus is
indulging in controversial puzzles regarding the meaning of words (épiora
aiviypara ); he only indicates through riddles great things (neydAa ),
difficult to be appropriately conceived. The great things are, as the actual
Commentary proves in the end, fundamental facts of Nature, in effect a
piece of lonizing Physiology, basic cosmogonical and cosmological
structures. This comes close to the ¢wval pvoikov éumepiéyovoar vodv
(expressions involving cosmic meaning), the characterization employed in
relationship to the Ephesian Letters.

Orphic Poetry is in this way a Tepds Adyos through and through:
lep[odoy Jetrar pev odv kal a[md To]o mpdTov [del] péxpr ob
[TeXe Juraiov piuaTos (VII, 7-8). Thus it is that Orpheus utters his
renowned behest: profane, close the gates on your ears (ibid. 8-10). The
Commentator, sharing a profound lonic experience, discovers in the
ultimate truth of reality the very sacredness of existence: divine and cosmic
order coincide, the World of Gods is the fundamental structure of being.
His criticism of Heracleitus in Col. IV consists precisely in that the
Ephesian does not carry the de-mythologization of the Logos to the very
end: 6omep lkeA[a pvbo [ASyw Aéywv [Eéhn] (with Laks and Most, op.cit.
p.11n.4)
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ﬁ)\t[og éwv JTob kaTd Pprow &v@pw[ﬂnfou | ebpos modos [éwv |
Tov[s olpou Js oﬁx UmepBarAwv: el ydfp Ti ov Joous é[wuTod |
[é]k/] ﬂﬁom’a 1, ’Epwie[s | viv éfevpﬁoou[ oL AL’K?’); émiroupor.

Tsantsanoglou op.cit. text p. 94, notes pp. 108-9 (following G.M.
Parassoglou-K. Tsantsanoglou, Heraclitus in the Derveni Papyrus, in A.
Brancacci et al. (ed.), Aristoxenica, Menandrea, Fragmenta Philosophica,
Studi e Testi per il corpus dei papiri filosofici greci e latini 3, 1988, pp. 135-
33; and followed by the Translators Laks-Most p. 11 and by Janko) edits e
yd[p T €l Jpous and m086s [éoTi], entertaining the preposterous notion
that it is the size of the Sun that cannot be transcended, as against the
universally confirmed ancient testimony that the limits of the Sun’s
movement (limits spatial and, therefore, temporal as well) cannot be
transgressed. The idea is not only absurd in itself but positively disprovable.
For in I. 10 (dmep]Bardv moij k[ ) the Commentator is evidently
propounding an argument similar to the one in Col. VIII resting on the use
of hyperbaton in syntactical construals. In all probability the argument
must be that éwvrod kara ¢ow does not relate to 7jAwos or efpos and édw
but has its force carried forward to Tod[s ofipov Js and ody vmrepfaAAwy
correspondingly in the next line; thus the construction will be: 7jAcos,
avfpwrrriov edpos Tod0s v, Tovs Gpous kaTd PUoL éwuTod ovy Umep-
BaAAwv- etc. So off Joous has obviously to be the reading in 1. 8, and not the
naive et Jpous. Even quite apart from the Commentator, fAcos éwvrod
katd ¢pow ... éoru is not Greek for “the Sun in itself according to its nature
is...” Tsantsanoglou’s notion (adopted by D. Sider, Heraclitus in the
Derveni Papyrus, in Laks and Most op.cit. p. 141) that the dmepfardv on
line 10 refers to the transgression of the Sun is discreditable. From what
Sider, loc.cit., reports, Lebedev is certainly on the right track in taking
UmrepPardy in the standard grammatico-rhetorical sense, but the point at
hand is far more important than the elementary, ordinary and frequent
inversion of edpos dvfpwmelov m0dds.

The point of the Commentator’s emphasis on a thoroughly naturalistic
allegorism of the Orphic poem without mythological undertones is
highlighted in a further comparison with Heracleitus and his attitude to
religious rites, observances and practices, especially of chthonic religion (to
which the cult of Eumenides belongs), of Mysteric religiosity and of vagrant
(and vagabond) religiosity (udyot, aydpres, yonres, night-wanderers etc.).
B15 DK is an eminent example of that attitude: €l u7 dioviow mopmiy
émolodvTo kal Upveov dopa aidolowow, dvardéorata elpyacratr. The
Aeydueva and dpdueva of Bacchic rites would be shameless behaviour if
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not done in honour of Dionysus and in celebration of the Organs of
Generation. For the Commentator, the naturalistic allegorising of the ritual
cannot stop at Dionysus, or the Furies: one has to go to the Pudenda and
the Sun, and then behind them, to the productive force in Nature and to
the very end of ontological analysis here, the collection of fiery particles. Of
course, Heracleitus did proceed to the natural foundations of the religious
sayings and doings: he knew for example, what the many did not fathom,
that is the true nature of gods and heroes (cf. B5 DK). But he did not carry
his naturalistic interpretation out systematically and in detail. He, like the
God in Delphi, often ofire Aéyer oiire kpimrer dAAG onuaiver. Herein lies
the difference from a thorough reductionist like the Derveni Commentator.
And this is the gist of the latter’s criticism addressed to the Dark
philosopher. The Commentator would also restrict the allegory to sayings
and symbolic acts; antinomian immoralism was not part of Orphic ritual
anyway. In fact, the tendency was to substitute in preference for heavy
handed, gross ritual, simpler, symbolic, sacred performances and the highly
articulate Word.

However Orphic ritual did exist, of course, and of a chthonic type, as also
the first six apparently identifiable columns of the work prove. They
interpret opening, initiative sacred rites addressed to the Furies CEpwies
occur in all six columns but the fifth as central subject, while in VI, 8-9 it is
explicitly stated that the Orphic initiates perform in all ritual acts a
preliminary sacrifice to the Eumenides in the Magian manner: pbora
Ebpeviow mpobiovor k[ara 7a | adra udyows. The Magian sacrifice is done
essentially as a surrogate for punishment due; V1, 4-5: 71w Ova[ia Jv Todbrov
&vekelv ] m[owodo Jifv] ol pwafyo i, womepel mowny amodiddvres. The idea
is of a ransom paid for the salvation of the soul. The soteriological
Eschatology of Orphism is manifest. The retribution exacted and
substituted is in atonement of an old delict, the primeval transgression that
caused the original Fall, Zagreus’ monstrous dismemberment; Pindar Fr.
133: ofot &é @epaeq{)éva mowav malatod mévbeos | SéfeTaL etc. The
mighty Titans, perpetrators of that abomination were thunder-stricken by
Zeus; Man originated from their ashes. The event is alluded to in gold
Orphic lamellae, e.g. A2, 4-5 Zuntz (the soul is speaking after death in
front of Underworld powers):

\ 3 ’ b4 L4 3 k24 ’
moway 8 avraméres’ Epywv évek’ oUri dukalwv:

€lTe e poip’ €8dpacc’ elr’ Ao TepoTTL KEPAVVED.

Empedocles B124 refers to the same lamentable origination of humankind:
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& mémot, @ det\ov Bv*r]n’bv ye’vog, o Svode\ﬁov,

’ ” 53 7 ” ~ 3 7
TOLWV EK T GPLSCUV €K T€ OTOVAY WV E'}/GVEUQE-

From such wretchedness the initiate is declared redeemed: dmowos yap o
wvorys (K. Tsantsanoglou op. cit. p. 114), in a gold leaf from Pherai.
Daemons of the Underworld also are present in the initial columns; II1, 6:
8 Jaiuoves ol kdTw[Bev; cf. V, 5. These awsome punitive beings, with the
Furies at their head, are considered as terrible Guardians of the Cosmic
Order; they have to be appeased (I1I, 6-9; IV, 4; 95 VI, 1-5; cf. V, 5). The
Eumenides are offered the dowot xdes, water and milk without wine, and
also particular kinds of cakes (VI, 5-9); some bird (pvifletov ) is sacrificed
(VL 10-11; 11, 7).

So Orphic poetry is thoroughly embedded in religious ritual, even if,
uncharacteristically for the ancient experience, the word in this case
dominates the act. The similarity to the Persian Magi is striking (as has been
correctly observed, e.g. by Tsantsanoglou, op.cit. p. 111). Herodotus I, 132
reports that the Persian sacrificial ritual involves necessarily the singing by a
Magian of an incantation, which they maintain is really a Theogony: (after
the performance of the sacrifice, the roasting of the meat and the
preparation of the table - all utterly simple) udyos avip mapeorews émaei-
et Oeoyoviny, oiny 61 éxeivol Aéyovot elvaw Ty émaodiv: dvev yap 67
wdyov ol ot véuos éori Buaias moréeatou. Strabo XV, 732-3 concurs, but
he does not explain in what the émao67 consisted. In fifth century well-
etablished Graeco-Persian contacts, the Magi claimed that their hymns
were really concerned with the origin of Gods. (Since a claim is involved,
the matter was not obvious, at least to fifth century Greek intellectuals.
Some sort of allegorical interpretation is thereby to be assumed). Since their
Gods were conceived as cosmic realities (Herodotus and Strabo mention
the Celestial Dome as Zeus, the Sun, Moon, Earth, Fire, Water and the
Winds - and Heavenly Aphrodite, whose worship according to Herodotus
was not indigenous), the theogony was equivalent to cosmogony and
cosmological structures. The non-existence of statues, temples, altars was
congruous to such non-anthropomorphism of the divinity (Herodotus 1,
131). The naturalistic allegorising in the Greek World was bound to gain
additional momentum by those contacts. A relevant side effect may be
adduced in confirmation of the significance of this communication
between the Greek and the Persian worlds. The Magus, while singing the
incantations, keeps in his hand a bundle of rods (especially myrtle ones),
Strabo, XV, 733 (III p. 256, 16; 275.2 Kramer). The wand is of course a
primaeval sign of magical power and a staff of office (the shepherd’s crook
included). Significantly, it was also an early feature of the Epic reciter, the
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papwdds. Highly important is that the Pythagoreans also seem to have
assumed this symbol of Magian authority when expounding their half-
mythological, half-scientific speculations, as is reported by Eudemus, Fr. 88
Wehtli: €l 8¢ Tis moredoewe Tots ITvbayopeliots, ..., kdyw pvboroydow 76
pafdiov éxwy Suiv kabnuévois ofrw etc. Eudemus speaks of himself, in
mock solemnity, but probably actually imitates Pythagorean practice on the
occasion, brandishing his professorial staff as a magic wand.

Both the Commentator of the Papyrus and testimonies regarding the
Ephesian Letters connect Orphic lore and the purer Ephesian magic with
the Persian Magi and their practices. The Magians recognised in the
Ephesian Letters efficiency in curing daemonic possession; Plutarch,
Quaestionum Convivalium VI, 5, 4, 706D: domep yap oi Mdyor Tovs
SaL‘LLOVLZO‘LLéVOUS' KG)\GleUO". 7'6. ’E¢E’O’La ')/Pé.‘LL‘LLaTa 7TP6§ aleOl\)g K(IT(IAE,—
yew kai Svopdlew. Similarly the Derveni Commentator explains (VI, 2-3):
ém[widn 8 J¢ pdywv Svvfa Jraw Saipovas éumodwv yifvopévov Js pebiord-
vau: Saipoves éumofdcv elot] Yifuyal Tyuw Jpol (rather than éyf Jpot). The
power enclosed in the Ephesian Letters is due to these words signifying
profoundly supreme natural realities; according to the Pythagorean
Androcydes these were, respectively, Light, Darkness, Earth, Year, Sun,
Harmony, corresponding to the series of magic Ephesian words (v. sub in.).
Significantly, the Sun’s mystic name is dauvaueveds, the All-Subduing (cf.
Sapdlw): just as it should be according to the solar theory of the
Commentator.

The Orphic ritual started with appropriate offerings to the Furies. The
Commentator interprets this as warding off daemonic influences, averting
interference by disembodied souls floating as spiritual breath in the air. The
aversion consists in paying a surrogate ransom for the aboriginal delict: it is
a redemptive salvation.

There followed a proper sacrifice to a God, very probably often to the Sun.
And the Orphic Theogony was then recited as in the Magian incantations.

6. Ina broader sense it is said also of the heat particles: €§ &v o MAwos cuve-
arabn, XXI, 9.

7. Damascius, who preserves the fragment, (De primis principiis 189, 11 65,
14 Ruelle) adds “amd 74js éavrod (sc. Phanes) dkpas kopvdiis ™. If this was
in fact specified in the Orphic text, it would involve the symbolism of
fructifying rain as tears (e.g. Zeus tears = rain, Clemens Alexandrinus,
Stromata 'V, 49, 3 = OF 33). The idea occurs in the famous Empedoclean
passage where a mixed (in the Aristotelian sense) identification is given of
the four basic roots of reality (B6), a paradigmatic case of naturalistic
mythology in philosophy. Water as principle of this liquid nature is
represented by Nfjoris (at the side of Zeus, Hera and Hades), 7 axpdots
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Téyyel kpovvwpua Bpdrerov. The ancient interpretations of the passage are
divided into two classes, the Theophrastean and the Stoic, according to
whether they identify Hera with Air or with the Earth (and
correspondingly Aidoneus with Earth or the Air). The former view is
represented by the Plutarchean Epitomal, 3 (878A), the latter by Stobaeus,
Eclogae 1, 10, 11b (121W). The Epicureans sided in this with the
Peripatetics; v. Philodemus, de pietate, 2 p. 63G in A33 (I p. 289.35). Both
accounts concur in the seminal acceptation of Nfjoris: vijorw 8¢ kal kpov-
vwpa Bpdreov T6 omépua kal 76 Uéwp (sc. Aéyer) (CE. Diels, Doxographi
Graeci, p. 90, n. 3). This understanding fits well with the precise force of
the Empedoclean expression: kpotvwua Bpdreiov is the (fountainhead of
the) stream of (human) mortality. Nestis’ tears supply the saps to this
stream: they constitute the generative semen.

Nrjo7is was actually a Sicilian Goddess: Alexis (of the Middle Comedy)
had mentioned her (Fr. 323, Poet. Com. Gr. 11 p. 191). It is thus natural
that Empedocles included her in the auguster company of great Panhellenic
divinities when establishing the divine aspect of the roots of existence
(puldpara ). As to the sense of the divine name, it is easy to connect it with
vnoTela, vnoTedw, vijioTis etc. in the ordinary sense of fasting, not eating,
abstaining, being hungry, starving (vn + éw ); cf. Suda s.v. Nfjoris. (For a
characteristic employment of the word in this sense, v. B144: vnoredoa
kakétnTos). One may further correlate the name to the abstentions and
fastings characteristic of Cereal cults; the worship of Demeter and Kore was
very pronounced in Sicily. And we should rather expect for reasons of
symmetry a queen of the Underworld to complement Hades in the four
Empedoclean pullcopara, in the way that Hera is conjugated to Zeus in the
superior realm. Demeter (as Earth Goddess) is associated to Poseidon (as
Water-God) in Thelpusa and Phigaleia of Arcadia (Pausanias VIII, 25, 5
sqq. and 42, 1, sqq.). In Sicily we find the reverse distribution of
characterising predicates, the male divinity (Hades) becoming Lord of
Earth and the female (Persephone) Mistress of Liquidity. But fasting
represents one aspect of the chthonic Cereal worship. And then why should
Empedocles connect such (an aspect of) a divinity with water and the
principle of liquidity? A superficial, albeit ingenious, solution is to be found
in Hippolytus, Refutatio Omnium Haeresium, V1I, 29, 5 (p. 211.1 sqq.
W), a passage incorporated in A33: uévov yap TodTo Synua Tpodis
[ai/TLOV] ')/LVC;‘LLEVOV TaOoL Tofg TPG(#O‘LLG’VOLg, aﬁTa Kae’ (11;7'6 TPé¢€LV Olj
SUVd‘U«GVOV Td TP€¢6M€VG. fz }/dp ng6¢E, ¢T]U{V, Ol’JK (’JI.V TTOTE ALI.L(Z) KOTe-
Mty Ta {da, T8aTos év 7@ kéouw mAeovdlovTos del. dia TodTo NfjoTw
kaAel 70 Udwp, 67t Tpodiis alTiov ywduevov Tpéew ovk ebTovel TA Tpe-
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¢dueva. That the watery principle is a vehicle for food is (as J. Bollack in
his Commentary ad loc., I1I pp. 174-7, aptly points out) an old discovery:
see the last aphorism in the Hippocratean tract Ilepl Tpods is (LV): dypa-
oin Tpodijs Synua. The elaboration of the idea is particularly associated
with Erasistratus (Plutarch, Quaest. Conv. VI, 3, 2, 6904; also, 698D). But
it seems extraordinarily artificial and far-fetched to accept such a privative
explanation for the reputedly characteristic identification of a Goddess of
Fasting with the Principle of Liquidity. All liquid (earthly water, rain,
blood) has the capacity to feed. In fact Empedocles (followed by
Democritus, Aristoteles and Theophrastus) held that fish are fed by
quantities of pure water interfused in the sea; A66 (I, p. 295.20-30). Water
is no mere neutral receptacle of different saps and their potencies; its taste
(when pure) is without flavour because it contains all kinds of saps
fragmented into particles imperceptible by reason of their smallness (A94).
We are informed about another forced explanation regarding the
Empedoclean Nijo7is. Probus, in his extensive commentary on Virgil’s
Bucolica V1, 31 gives the Stoic version of the four pilcopara (pp. 332.25
sqq. Hagen in Appendix Servii Thiloniani); in this context Nestis’ construal
appears in the following way (p. 334.8): Nfjo7is aquam significat, quae
scilicet sincero habitu cuncta confirmet. Nam creditur id eundem habitum,
quem acceperit, servare (habitum, in place of the transmitted hominem, in
Keils and Thilo’s correction, adopted by Diels in Dox.Gr. p. 90, who also
(op.cit. p. 93 n. 1) understands the id (instead of ea sc. aqua) by inter-
language attraction to TodTo sc. U8wp). The sense is that liquidity consists
in assuming and preserving whatever shape the liquid is put into; the
watery nature is true to the shape received (sincero habitu), in this way
confirming without alteration the shape of things which she is in or which
are in her. (Bollack, op.cit., p. 181 n. 1, curiously fails to understand this
point). Maybe there is an underlying etymology *vn + lorauar, that which
stays in its (received) shape, with the *v7 epitatic like (in a contrary
manner) vijyvrov Udwp; cf. Etymologicum Magnum s.v. vn. (It could easily
be the other way round with the privative *v, but the explanation does
not equally well suit it). Probus” passage probably stems from Heracleon (v.
p- 334.29), the Grammarian (cf. Diels op.cit. p. 93 n. 2).

Both previous explanations are obvious a posteriori attempts to account for
the Empedoclean point. Simplicius must then be right in connecting
Nijoris to vdw, vaua, flow. (B96, p. 346.3-5: vijorw pév Sid 16 Uypdv
amd Tob vdew and peiv). She corresponds to the NaidSes, Nnides
Nympbhs, to Zeus Ndios and dwchvvy Naio in Dodona; cf. v. Wilamowitz
Euripides Herakles ad 625 (III p. 139). It is noticeable that in Virgil’s
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10.

Bucolica, VI, 20 Aegle is the most beautiful of the Naiads, while aiyAn
(brilliance) is attributed to Nfjo7is in B 97.2. We have to assume that there
was a major Sicilian Goddess of Liquidity, preferably conjugated, under at
least one of her aspects, to the Lord of the Underworld in the manner of the
Dodonean couple; or, rather that Nfjoris was a divine Epitheton of
Persephone, in Acragas preferably, the very home and fief of Persephone
(Pindar, Pythion. XII, 2 (Acragas) Pepoedévas €dos).
Significantly, we meet in Empedocles the Orphic association between
(fructifying) rain, (divine) tears and semen as pertaining to the watery
Principle of Liquidity. This elemental water is 6u8pos in B 21.5; 73; 98;
100.12 and 18.
[In connection with the physical interpretation of the divine names for the
four Empedoclean existential roots (puldpara), Kingsley’s brave
endeavour, useful as it is and important in a number of significant ways,
leads to an idiosyncratic account, far removed from the philosopher’s
meaning and its natural context. (P. Kingsley, Ancient Philosophy, Mystery
and Magic - Empedocles and Pythagorean Tradition, 1995)].
Cf. the relevant Democritean doctrine; B164: kal yap {da, ¢nolv (sc.
Democritus), opoyevéot {wois cuvayeddlerar ws mepoTepal meploTepals
kal yépavor yepdvois kal émt Tdv AAAwY dAdywy woadTws. <Cds» ¢ Kal
éml 7dV ayfdywv, kalldmep opav mdpeoTw émi Te TAV KooKIVeVOUéVWY
omeppdTwy Kkal éml TGV mapd Tals kupaTwyals Yndidwy: Smov pev yap
KaTA TOV TOD KOOK{VOU 81OV SLaKpLTIKDS pakol LeTd Pakdy TdooovTal
Kalt Kpl,eal‘. ‘LLGT& KPLG(:)V Kal‘, 7TUPO". I.LET& 7TUP(:!)V, (5/7TOU 8% KaTd 7'7)]1/ T00
Klj[.LaTOS K[V'I]ULV ai ‘U«éV E’7TL‘LL7§K€L§ l/l'f}(#tsfs Ezg TC\)V al}T(})V TC;7TOV TOig €’7TL—
pnréow wbodvra, ai 8¢ mepipepels Tals mepipepéow ws Av ouvaywydy
TL €yovons TAOV TpayudTwy Ths év TobTois ouordTyTos. Cf. A128.
Movement has the capacity to cause a gathering together of the distinct
similarities in things (of collocating similar with similar in return natura).
For the Air, v. XIX, 3-4: wavra{s?} (or mdvrwv as in Laks and Most op.cit.,
p- 18 n. 51) yap 6 anp émrparel ToooiTov Soov BovAerar. For the Sun, v.
V, 5-10, supra. Cf. also XII, 8 sqq. (XVI p. 16): 76 6¢ “adTds b¢ dpa
podvos éyevro”, TobTo 8¢ Aéywv dnAot adrov Tov Nobdv (identical with
Kpdvos and thus virtually, in enhanced aspectual identification, with the
Sun) mdvrwv diov elvar pévov édvra womepel undeév TdAAa ein. The
Sun-Cronos is worth everything, as if everything else were nothing, because
he creates them in their specificity, causes their specific existence as formed
substances with a dominant character of homogeneity. This is again a
conscious ovvowkeiwats with the Heracleitean maxim (v. supra).

The translation in Laks and Most op. cit. p. 14 is entirely wrong and
completely misses the point: “But proclaiming the Oracle and preventing
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11.

12.

13.

14.

harm have the same meaning” etc. Correctly Janko: “ ‘Prophesy’ means the
same as ‘suffice’ ”.

Associating oracular divination so intimately with divine availing to man (a
counterpart to the identification in the commentary of Necessity with
Providence) may be a resonance of the general Prodicean view that men
considered as Gods things that are eminently and powerfully beneficial:
Sextus Empiricus, adv. Math. IX 18; Cicero de natura deorum I, 118; cf.
Themistius Orat. XXX, 349b and esp. Epiphanius, adv. Haer. 111, 21. The
healthy pragmatism of the ancient Greek mind is everywhere at work.

XV, 3-5 is commentary on the verse “Odpavov Eddpovidny, bs mpdrioros
Pacidevoer” (XIV, 6) which immediately precedes (XV, 5) the verse “éx
Tob &7 Kpdvos [a JoTis, émerra 8¢ unriera Zebs (XV, 6). Hence, X, 3-5
may fittingly be taken to explain the origin of the first couple (and the first
copulation) of Heaven and Earth.

The word has an incontestable Orphic pedigree. Thus it is emphasised, and
seminally allegorized, in the papyrus (Col. XXI, 1-7). V. supra pp. 126-7.
The series of planets presupposed in the above account (Theo Smyrnaeus
pp- 138.9-143.6; 187.13-188.7) is the so-called Chaldaean one, with the
Sun occupying the middle position: Earth (at the centre) - Moon - Mercury
- Venus - Sun - Mars - Jupiter - Saturn. But this is the later Pythagorean
conception. (Not as late, though, as is usually assumed; cf. e.g. Fr. Cumont,
La Théologie Solaire du Paganisme Romain, in Académie des Inscriptions
et Belles-Lettres, XII, 2e partie, p. 471. For it was utilised by Archimedes, at
least; Macrobius, Comm. in Somnium Scipionis, 1, 19, 2, where the
mention of Archimedes is not an error as he is also later associated with the
Chaldaean order in connection with his measurements of the planetary
distances, II, 3, 13; cf. 14. Archimedes had constructed the famous
Planetarium (an elaborate astronomical model of the cosmic globe), which
Marcellus carried to Rome after the capture of Syracuse, and deposited it in
the Templum Virtutis; Cicero, De Republ. I, 21 sq. Archimedes described
the structure of the model in his [lept Zdarpomoiias). If so, Hipparchus
followed Archimedes. In any case, the earlier, standard Greek order put the
Sun immediately after the Moon in the increasing order of distance from
the centre (v. Plato, Timaeus, 38D; cf. Republic, 616E sqq.; Epinomis,
986A-987C; and so Eratosthenes, in Theo p. 142.7 sqq.). There were
originally views that located the Sun on top of the series, followed, in
decreasing order, by the Moon, the starry heaven, the planets
(Anaximander, the atomist Metrodorus of Chios, the scholar Crates;
12A18 DK). Parmenides proposed the sequence: solid celestial wall (28A
37 DK p. 224.5, probably identified with the mythological Olympus cf.
B11.2-3) - Evening Star = Morning Star - Sun - Fixed Stars = Heaven (28 A
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40a). The supremest position for the Sun was adopted by Leucippus with
simultaneously lowest place reserved for the Moon, 67A1 §33. The classical
orthodoxy would however closely associate Sun and Moon, an idea that was
ascribed to Anaxagoras by Eudemus (59A75 = Eudemus Fr. 147 Wehrli).
Democritus, however, exhibits the order: fixed stars - planets - Sun - the
Light Bringer = the Morning Star - Moon (68A86).

Clearly, a significant revolution has occurred at some point in the ideas
about cosmic structure of the universe, pushing the Sun towards the lower
end of the celestial hierarchy in terms of distance from the earth. A general
breakthrough was due to the Pythagorean doctrine of dualism, propounded
as a universal key, the opener of the secrets of existence. Pythagoras was
accredited with the fundamental construal of the world as kéopos, an
ornament, a well-ordered pattern; 14A21. The idea was ab initio of a
constitutive cosmic harmony. The image of the Cosmos as a gigantic lyre
on which the harmony was played that sustained the existence of the world,
was a natural image for the fundamental dogma. As we shall see, the solar
rays were the mAfjkTpov making the cosmic lyre to sound its universal
harmony. The distances from the central point (and corresponding
velocities) of the celestial bodies were in the proportions required for the
constitution of a wonderful symphony of the spheres (58B35). The close
conjunction of Sun and Moon in this cosmic order (which was accredited
to Anaxagoras according to Eudemus, as was seen above) was probably a
vision of original Pythagoreanism: one of the oral teachings (axodopara ),
which bear on their face the stamp of olden times, held that the Islands of
the Blessed were precisely the two grand celestial luminaries (58C4 §82 DK
I p. 464.6). The entire planetary order was established systematically first by
the early Pythagoreans, as Eudemus maintained (12A19 = Eudemus Fr.
146 Wehrli; to Anaximander he attributed the initial discovery of the
distances and magnitudes of the two chief luminaries, ibid.). Aristotle
detailed in his work on Pythagorean Doctrine (Ilepi ts [TvBayopikédv
8667]; or HUGU.'}/OPLK(’J: 866(’.'. or HEP(‘. TOV HU@(I’)/OPG{(UV) the SChOOl’S
ordering of the numbers in the World as constitutive of the heavenly bodies
(58B35 DK I p. 461.10 sqq; cf. V. Rose, Aristoteles Pseudepigraphus, Fr.
187, pp- 206-7). The series run thus (starting from the innermost focal
point): central fire, antichthon (the Counter-Earth), Earth, Moon, Sun, the
five Planets (in the more ancient order Aphrodite, Mercury, Mars, Juppiter,
Saturn), the Starry Heaven (58B 37). Aristotle attributes the view to the
Italiot philosophers (which he generally identifies with the Pythagoreans);
de caelo, 293220 sqq.; 293b1 sqq. The doxographic tradition ascribes the
idea to Philolaus specifically (44A16; 17). But early (= preclassical)
Pythagorean doctrine must have posited fire at the central point of the
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15.

16.

universe (and not of the Earth, recognizing no subterranean Hades),
whence the ordering of infinity started (Cf. Ch. 12, infra, pp. 178-9, with
notes). The vital, creative force, the organizing, leading principle of the
world, is that inner fire at the centre of the Universe (58B37 DK I p. 462.1
sqq.; 44A17 DK p. 403.31 sqq.). Aristotle criticised that view, also,
because it confounds the geometrical central point of a physical body with
the central focus of its functional, organic existence; as in an animal, even in
man as living being, one thing is his middle geometrical point (say at
navel), another his vital centre (his heart); de caelo, 293b4-15. Organic
centricity and spatial middleness do not necessarily coincide.

For the late Orphic Theocracy as reported and developed in Macrobius, v.
OFE236-239; 242. Zeus = Helios = Apollo = Dionysus = Phanes = Hades =
Serapis. It is significant that all equivalences revolve around solarity as the
focal point and basic essence. The treatise on solar theocracy is to be found
in Macrobius, Saturnalia, 1, 17, 1 - 23, 22. On this important text, and its
Porphyrian provenance, v. Franz Altheim, Aus Spitantike und
Christentum, 1951, first part: Porphyrios Schrift tiber den Sonnengott pp.
1-58 and the text in Anhang I, pp. 138-152.

The Derveni theory of cosmic elements seems to be more Atomistic than
Anaxagorean in its molecular conception of substance as has been
expounded above. The multitude of qualitatively distinct forms of being
exist as minute particles, either dispersed or coacervated in coglomerations
involving particles of different kinds, constituting things characterised by
the form of the dominant group of particles. It can be supposed that the
elementary particles possess qualities irreducible to quantitative properties.
In this sense the Derveni particles are a cross between Anaxagorean
homoiomeries (each part of which, however small, contains seeds of all
forms with the homoiomeric character-seeds prevailing) and Atomistic
indivisibles. The Derveni particles would presumably be like the
Empedoclean elements before (or of) elements. FV31A43, esp. Diels,
Doxographi Graeci p. 315.23: *EumedokAijs kal Bevorkpdrns éx puxporé-
pwv 8ykwv Td gToLyela ouykpivel, dep éoTiv éNdxioTa kal olovel oToL-
xeta oTowyelwy; p. 312.2: EumedokAi)s épm mpo TGV TeTTdpwy gToL-
xelwv Opadopara éXdyioTa, olovel oToyela mpd TOV oToLyelwY SpoLo-
wept); Galen in Hippocr. de nat. hom. XV 49 Kuehn = CMG V 9, 1 p. 27,
24: kdketvos yap (sc. Empedocles) éx uév r@v adrdv oroyelwv, dv kal
Immokpdrns, yeyovévar dnow mMuds Te kal 7a dAAa cdpaTa TdvTa Ta
mepl TNV YTy, 00 uNv kekpapévwy ye 8’ AAAGAwY, AAAG KaTd pikpd
uopia mapakeypévwy Te kal Pavévrwv (cf. IV 762: katd ouikpd udpia
kaTabpavopévwr). Some doxographers involved Anaxagoras also in this
atomistic conception, 31A44: ’Epmedor)s, Avalaydpas, Anudrpiros,
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,E’/'T[KOUPOS Kaz 7TdV7'ES‘ 6’0’0’. KU.T& O'UVG.@POLCT‘LL(BV TOV AGWTOI.LEP(DV C'CUI.L(i—
Twv Koopomololial, cuykpioels pev kal Siakpioes eladyouat, yevéoeis 8¢
kal Pphopas od kuplws* 0d yap kaTa 70 mowov é¢ dAAowdoews, kaTd dé TO
moadv éx cvvallpoiopod TadTas yiveafar. To the standard objection,
namely, what makes these particles minimals although space-continuum
can be divided ad infinitum, the early answer was either affirmation of
indivisibility (according to the inner logic and tendency of Atomism) or
undividedness, which Aristotle thinks is implied by Empedocles, 31A43a:
€l 8¢ oTNoeTaL 1) StdAvats, Mol dTopov éoTal TO DA év @ loTaTal 1)
8LaLP€TéV IJ/E/V, Ol’} I.LG’VTOL SLU.LPEGT]O'O’[.LEVOV 01386’77'07'6, Ka@ti#ep ,E‘lL7T680—
kAfs BovAerar Aéywv. (Cf. B159 76 cwpevduevov péyebos 7édv
arouyeiwv). Notice however Aristotle’s formulation: BodAerar Aéywv. It is
the logic of the Empedoclean position that leads there rather than an
explicit statement and articulation of the implied view. For the problem of
minimal particles and related questions, v. A.L. Pierris, First Principles and
the Beginning of World-Formation in Stoicism, in K. Boudouris,
Hellenistic Philosophy, 1994, vol. II p. 149-176, Excursus Il On the
Cohesion of Being and on the Existence of Non-Being esp. pp. 166-170.
Add that according to some doxographical interpretations even Heracleitus
postulated such tiny motes or scrapings, chips (if indeed the entry is not a
misnomer for Heracleides), Diels, Dox. Gr. p. 312.6: ‘HpdxAetros mpo
700 évos Sokel TioL rfypaTa (or yypdria Twa éNdyioTa kal dpeps)
katalelmew. That the ascription was upheld by some few scholars only
(oket Tiow ) and the fact that the view was inscribed within a general
monistic theory of ultimate reality (7pd Tod évds ), tend to confirm that, in
fact, Heracleitus is meant here. In any case the theory was developed by
Heracleides Ponticus Frs. 118-121, esp. 121: ‘HpakAeildns Opadouara (sc.
Ta éAdyioTa wpileto). But his dpepsi (dvappor Syrot) were not
homoiomeries of the things composed out of them (Fr. 120) ed. Fr. Wehrli.
The theory of corpuscules with no internal interstices and joints that were,
thus, actually and physically indivisible, was taken up and elaborated in the
context of Hellenistic medicine by the physician Asclepiades from Bithynia;
cf. J.T. Vallance, The lost Theory of Asclepiades of Bithynia, 1990, esp. pp.
7-43. It is significant that the Derveni doctrine as circumscribed coincides
with Archelaus’ view on the matter, A10 (Augustinus): Anaxagorae successit
auditor eius Archelaus. etiam ipse de particulis inter se similibus (i.e. cuoto-
wépetar) quibus singula quaequae fierent ita putavit constare omnia, ut
inesse etiam mentem diceret, quae corpora acterna, id est illas particulas,
coniungendo et dissipando ageret omnia. And more specifically, Sidonius

Apollinaris, XV, 94-6:
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17.

18.

19.

post hos Archeleos (with Diels, for the transmitted Arcesilas)
divina mente paratam

conicit hanc molem, confectam partibus illis

quas atomos vocat ipse leves (i.e. aerial atoms).

The Archelaean provenance of the Derveni Commentary seems well
testified.

The fragment is quoted by an anonymous commentary on Aratus
(Petavius, Uranol. p. 274A); its Sophoclean authorship has been
questioned: cf. e.g. Nauck? loc.cit. It is more likely Euripidean.

This is the case in early Orphism. In the Rhapsodies there is more
complication in the First Principles, but the original experience of the first
rising of Light out of primordial Darkness is well articulated, OF 65-67;
72-75. V. OF 2 from Euripides’ Hypsipyle (performed in 409 BC) where,
despite the broken and incomplete state of the text, the initial doctrine
seems to be clearly indicated;

ol /’ -~
<> méTvia Bedv
/7 ¥y

«p>dos dokomov <...»

’9 ’ /’ ; ;
<aib>ép. mpwrdyovo <s? V2.

¥V 4 /
.. E>pws 81e NOE?..»

There is No¢, and Ilpwrdyovos = "Epws and his radiance (‘¢dos doro-
mov ) in the vast aetherial realm. "Aoromov ¢dos is light mysterious,
incomprehensible, diffused, without a recognizable focal point of origin:
this is exactly the situation described in the verses OF 86 mentioned above.
The precedence of Night over Light is well illustrated in the Derveni text,
XI, 1-4: [...] 7s Nuktés. é€ adbrowo 8 adriv Aéyer xpiioar yvduny mou-
Ol;,LLGVOg &SUTOV vaal T(\) Bdeog 7'7’79 NUKTég. Ol’) '}/dp 861/6', (fL’)O‘7T€P 7'6 (ﬁ(;)g,
AAAG Vv év Td adTd pévov adyn) katalapBdver. Night and its ineffable
abysmal depth is the Ur-reality. Light comes and goes, illuminates by its
presence and leaves the fundamental entity in its inherent quality when it
departs. That daylight presupposes the darkness of the night from which it
is borne is common experience among Greek as among other ancient
peoples. Cf. Aeschylus, Agamemnon, 279; 264-5; Sophocles, Trachiniae,
94-6, and, ultimately, Hesiod, Theogonia, 124-5.

In this doxography (31A58) the impetus is ascribed to the Sun, but the
archetypal Sun (dapyérvmos "HAwos ) is meant, i.e. Fire coacervated into its
own hemisphere: 70p ov év 7® érépw nuiodaipiw Tod Kdopov, memAn-
pwkos 76 Nuiodaipov, alel kat’ AvTkpd TH AvTavyely éavtod (= Té dai-

vopévw ‘HAlw ) Terarypévor (AS6).
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20. Scythinos’ affinity to Heracleitean thought was noticed in antiquity,
Hieronymus claimed that he endeavoured to express poetically Heracleitus
theory; 22A1 DK 1 p.142.32-34 = Fr. 46 Wehtli.

21. The idea of striking the parts of the World as the strings of a lyre in

effecting the cosmic harmony is further utilized explicitly by Cornutus,
Theologia Graeca, XXXII, p. 67.17 sqq. Lang: povoikos 8¢ kal kibapiorns
mapewofikrat (sc. Apollo) 7d Kpovew évapuoviws mav uépos Tob kdopmou
Kkal cuvwdov adTd maol Tols dAAous puépeat molely, undeutds adTAV épie-
Aelas év Tols obot Dewpovpuérs, etc. It is revealing that the Scythinian
image was employed by Cleanthes, the Stoic who postulated solar
hegemony in the formed World; SVF I 502: odk avéyvwoav 8 obror Khe-
vy Tov iAdoodov, bs dvTikpus mARKTPov Tov "HAwov kadel: év yap
Tals avarolals, épeldwv Tas adyds, olov mAoowy 7oV Kéowov €ls TRV
évappdviov mopelav 76 ¢pds dyet. Solar rays consist of fire transmitted,
according to Empedocles, and it is this fire permeating the air which, upon
appropriate conditions, striking the resisting air, manifests itself as lightning
(31 A63 DK).
It is significant that, according to Anaxagoras, the Sun, by its light rays and
thermal radiation, causes the aerial molecules, and everything contained in
the air, to move in a jerky, vibratory, leapwising manner (59A 74; kivnow
Tpopdn kal waduods éyovoav). This is similar to the jumping agitation
in which the corpuscules of things are found as they float in the air, and
which mixes them up and, thus, generates the various existents, according
to the Derveni Commentator. He, in fact, highlights the point by
employing in the description of that irritation a term, 88pvupt, pddorw,
signifying both jumping and mating. V. col. XXI 1-10; cf. XVII 8-9. This
jerky motion is what constitutes the «striking one with another (kpode-
obar mpos dAAnAa ) of the various particles of varied being, as a result of
solar action (XIV.2-4). The Derveni Commentator belongs no doubt to the
School (or rather, circle) of Anaxagoras; he must be, in fact, one of his
immediate successors.

22. There is harmless, systematic ambiguity in Cleanthes’ conception of
Godhead as is reported in the sources. God is (a) the World, (b) the Spirit
permeating the material substance of the World, (c) the Soul and Mind of
the World (= the Sun), (d) the celestial Aether, as collection of the
quintessential sublimation of fire (vide I 530-4).

23. The tetralogy was probably performed in 484 BC. Then Aeschylus won his
first victory (Marmor Parium, ep. 50; the chronology of the Marmor is one
year too high). It is very likely that this was achieved through the Lycurgeia;
vide T69 in Rad, op.cit. p. 54: Tovrov (sc. Aeschylus) 8o 7édv ‘Howvdv
(i.e. the first play of the tetralogy) ebdoxkiurfocavros.
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24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

When at the end of the narrative in the relative passage the author refers to
Aeschylus, the formulation shows that the report in its entirety is meant to
be so ascribed: 8fev 6 didvvoos dpyrabels adrd (sc. Orpheus) émepfe Tas
Baoodpas, ds ¢now Aloydlos ¢ Tdv Tpaywdidv monTis, etc.
Aeschylus dramatised not only the fact of Dionysus’ wrath against
Orpheus and the resulting punishment, but also the reason (‘60ev ) for that
wrath and its consequence.

Cf. P-W. R.E. (Ziegler) s.v. Orpheus columns 1228 sqq. for a convincing
presentation of the evidence.

Heracleitus goes on to allegorise the Homeric picture of Apollo as implying
the same solar identity; op.cit. 7,3 - 8, 5.

Crates, also, invoked the identity Sun = Apollo in his exegesis of Homer,
Ilias, X 239-40; v. Scholia A ad loc. (IV p. 478 Exbse).

Apollo Smintheus was especially worshipped in the Troad. Already in
Homer he is invoked by Chryses, the priest of Apollo, Ilias, A, 37-39:

KkADOL ev, o’tpyupéﬂ'of ’, 6s Xpﬁonv dpqﬁtﬂé/o)nkag
Kidav re {abén, Tevédoid e ii avdooes,
Z‘uwgeﬁ'

V. Strabo, XIII, 604 (two sanctuaries in Tenedos and Chryse; various
locations called Sminthia); cf. p. 612; v. p. 618. V. also Pausanias, X 12, 5-6;
Ammianus Marcellinus, XXII, 8, 3; Eustathius, Commentary on Dionysius
Periegeta, 536. The divine epithet came from a dialectal or glossematic
expression opivbos or opivbios, denoting mouse or rat; v. Aeschylus,
Sisyphus Fr. 227 (where Sisyphus anodos from the Underworld was, in all
probability, likened to the emergence from the earth of an dpovpaios opiv-
fos, a field rat); cf. Callimachus Fr. 177.16 Pfeiffer; Strabo, XIII, 613;
Hesychius s.vv. ouivfa and opivfos. The word was an Aeolic (or
particularly Troadic) idiomatic form according to some (Aelianus, de natura
animalium, XII, 5), including Polemo (fr. XXXI Preller); cf. Clemens,
Protrepticus, 11, 39, 7 = p. 34 Potter. Others claimed a Cretan origin for the
appellation; I, 39. Scholia in Lycophron, 1303; Scholia in Clemens,
Protrepticus, 11, 39, 7; Servius, Comm. in Aeneid. 111, 108.

However, the word occurs elsewhere, too, besides the Aeolic Lesbos (a
divinity Zuweds with clear Apollonian characteristics, musical and
prophetic, IG XII, 2 n. 519). It is encountered persistently in Rhodes, as
the name of an important religious festival (Philomnestus, /Zeoi 7av €v
Pbébew Zpuvbeiecwv, FGrH 527 nn. 1 and 2; Apollonius Sophista, Lexicon
Homericum, s.v. Zpw0ed; 1G XII, 1 n. 762.9; 15; 21); of various locations
(Strabo, X111, 605); of a month (Lindos, II, Inscriptions, Nos. 181; 182;
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671 Blinkeberg; cf. IG XII, 1 Index VI, 5 p. 237 s.v.). Sanctuaries of Apollo
Smintheus are testified for Keos in the Cyclades (Strabo, X, 487), as well as
in Attica itself (IG II? 4854; cf. Strabo, XIII, 604, where an Attic
connection for the Troadic cult is alluded to). The Attic, Cycladic (Paros
may also have had a location named after the divine epithet in question,
Strabo XIII, 605) and Rhodian spread of Sminthean worship is consistent
with the Cretan origin claimed for its Aeolic prevalence in view of related
ancient traditions. But nonetheless, a Thracian context is much closer at
hand and likelier. The central importance of the Troad and its vicinity in
this connection is enhanced if we construe the ancient name of the greater
region and its people (Mvoia, Muool; v. e.g. Strabo, XIII, 613; Photius,
Suda s.v. éoyaros Muodv (i.e. in Aeolis); western Anatolia was divided into
Mpysia, Lydia and Caria roughly corresponding to the Aeolic, Ionic and
Doric coastal area) as related to ufs (and not to the beech (6&dm ), which,
according to Xanthus, was called something like udon by the Lydians,
FGrH 765 n. 15; cf. Stephanus Byzantius s.v. Mvoia; according to
Hesychius s.v. pdoov, the name was properly Mysian with that
signification). The cult is connected permanently or aetiologically,
positively or avertedly, with the presence, indeed a plethora, of field rats
(Heracleides of Pontus, Fr. 154 Wehrli; the Cretan account has it (Strabo,
XIII, 604; Aelianus, de natura anim. XII, 5); also the epichoric story
(Scholia A in Homer, Ilias, A 39 = Polemo, Fr. XXXI, Preller; Aelianus,
loc.cit.).

Tame mice thronged in the Troadic main sanctuary of the God and fed on
public rations; white ones nested under the altar and one was sculpted by
the Apollinian tripod; Aelianus, loc.cit. (p. 293.18-21 Herscher): xal 7pé-
(]SOV’TO.L 'UzéV G’V 'TC?) ZMLVQG{C? IJJ;ES 'TL@G,O'O'\, 87]“00':0,5 Tpoqsa,s AU.IJBU/.VOVT€S,
U7 8¢ 7& Pwud pwAedovor Aevkol, kal mapd 7@ Tpimod Tod AmbAAw-
vos éormre uis. The God himself was represented as standing upon a rat;
Strabo, XIII, 604 (I1I p. 43.20-3 Kramer): év 8¢ 7§ Xpdoy Tadry kal 76
Zl.LLVGE,(Ug ’14.77'6)\)\(,()1/6§ G’UTLV [EPC\)V Kal‘. 7'6 Gél.LBOAOV 7'6 T'}]V G,TU[.LC;TnTa
700 Svduaros odlov, 6 uis, vmékertar T modl Tob odvov: Dkéma 8’
éativ épya Tod Ilapiov. V. also Heracleides Ponticus loc.cit., probably
referring to the aboriginal cultic image of the God (ééavov ) taken as model
by Scopas for his major work. Alternatively, the god was depicted treading
on a mousehole; Hesychius s.v. Zuivbos: ubs. kal 6 AméAAwv d¢ Zpwleds
dua 76 émt pvwrias paot Pefnrévar. Muwmio is a mousehole, onuaiver 5¢
Tovs TAV pudv ympauovs, Photius, Lexicon, and Suda s.v. pvwéia
(probably, uvwrria> has to be introduced as a separate lemma). Mysia (the
mouse-country) and Mysoi (the mouse-people) were cognate to the great

Thracian stock; v. Strabo, VII, 295; 303; XII, 542; 572 = III p. 572.13
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Kramer (Xanthus the Lydian considered them a sort of half-way house
between Phrygians (associated to the Thracians) and Lydians, but this is a
rather partisan account; v. Xanthus FGrH 765 n. 15).

Mpbs (and the related domdAaf) is a typically chthonic animal, living
underground, a creature of earth and darkness. It is natural to conceive of it
antithetially to solar radiance. According to an account reported by
Oppian, Cynegeticus, 11, 612-28 (esp. 626-8), Phineus (having been saved
from the Harpies by the Boreads) was transformed into a rat by Helios on
account of Phineus’ victory over Phoebus in mantic power (here Apollo is
distinguished from the superior Sun, cf. I, 9). Cf. Scholia in Apollonius
Rhodius 11, 178 for a variant: mypwBijvar 6¢ Aéyovar Tov Puwéa vmod
‘HMiov 811 moduypévios eideto pdAdov elvar 7 SAémewv. Another account
of the same enmity is reported by Istros the Callimachean, FGrH 334 n.
67. In Etymologicon Genuinum, s.v. émilecfas, Apollo stands in the place
of Helios. Oppian’s report of the metamorphoses is repeated by Timotheus
(Supplementum Aristotelicum, 1, 1 p. 118); the same in Cyranides, p. 54 de
Mely-Ruelle. A more forceful story has Phineus disclosing to mankind the
mysteries of light (of the Sun), and so being punished by Helios
Prometheus-wise. Olympiodorus, Commentaire sur le livre Sur I’ Action de
Zosime, et sure les dires d’ Hermés et des philosophes, in Berthelot-Ruelle,
Collection des anciens alchimistes grecs, 1887-8, t. 1 p. 101: év adT® 6¢ (sc.
év 7§ apyaik) BiBAw, a Hermetic book) péuvmrar kal mepl 700 domdAa-
Kos, 8T kal avTos dvlpwmos v kal éyéveTo DeokardpaTos ws éfermawy
T 70D NAlov pvornpia. Kal émoinoev adrov TudAdv. Auélet kal éav
0oy Bewpnbijvar $mo Tod Alov, 00 SéyeTar adTov 1) yi) éws éomépas.
Aéyer 81i “ds kal yryvdokwy Ty popdny Tod jAlov omola fv”. Kal
éédpioer avTov év T peaivy yij ws mapavopricavta kal éfetmévTa O
I.LUO'T'ﬁPLOV TOES (iVepQ’)ﬂ'Olg.

Apollo Smintheus emerges as the god of sunlight. His solar character is
probably testified by the Athenian inscription mentioned supra. IG 112
4854 should be completed thus:

AméM v Zpw[Oiw |
kal Apréuidi [Zeda Jo[pdpw |.

(Cf. H. Usener, Gétternamen, 19482, p. 261 n. 32). "Aprepus oedaapdpos
is obviously the Moon. Hence the Sminthian Apollo represents most likely
the Sun.

The subject of the religious significance of the mouse in Apolline worship is
broached, but inadequately pursued, producing artificial results, by H.
Grégoire - R. Goossens - M. Mathieu, Asklépios, Apollon Smintheus et
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Rudra: Etudes sur le dieu de la taupe et le dieu au rat dans Ia Gréce et dans
I’ Inde, 1949.

It is interesting to note a case of mouse divination among some peoples of
the Ivory coast in West Africa. V. L. Homberger, Where the Mouse is
Omuniscient: The Mouse Oracle among the Guro, in John Pemberton IIT
(ed.) Insight and Artistry in African Divination, 2000, pp. 157-67. There
the Mantic operation is directly and explicitly connected to the chthonic
element of the animal. According to one practitioner of this form of
divination: mice can hear and understand all sounds of the earth, indeed
they live in the earth, and we in turn populate it (op.cit. p. 162). The
parallel to the circle of ideas implied by Apollo’s (the divinatory divinity par
excellence) connection to the mice in the worship of Sminthean (and Solar)

Apollo, is remarkable.



