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PREFACE

The Symposium Philosophiae Antiquae Secundum Therense
“Aristotle on Plato: The Metaphysical Question” took place in
Santorini between the 30 of June and the 7% of July, 2002. It belongs
to a newly instituted series of specialized, annual, international
conferences in the field of ancient Greek philosophy. The guiding idea
for these colloques is to provide an appropriate forum, informal but
focused, where a select group of invited scholars, with significant work
in the area, may concentrate on the particular subject of their
common competence that has been set for the meeting, thoroughly
articulate an argument of their views on it and enter into substantial
debate concerning their several positions.

As an indication of the operative principle, the general programme
of this Second Symposium is recorded below. The aim is to create a
framework in which the edge of understanding in the given topic may
be advanced.

The theme of the Second Symposium was Aristotle’s account and
criticism of Platonic metaphysical theory regarding the fundamental
structure of reality, in effect his examination of Plato’s theory of
concrete things, mathematicals, ideas and first principles. A
reassessment of this crucial and notorious nexus of problems seemed
well-advised. The result of the investigation justifies, I believe, the
specific decision. This volume contains the final versions of the papers
given at the meeting. A second one to follow later on will include the
discussions on the papers and an introduction by the editor locating
the contributions within the context of the historical and current
controversies on the subject.

The realization of the colloque was made possible by the support,
moral and material, of a number of Institutions and a few individual
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persons, in public or private capacity, convinced of the importance
and utility of ancient Greek philosophy now as ever, and committed
to the support of its study, not least in such meetings, which bring for
some days together, in a fertile ground of intense intellectual exchange,
distinguished workers in the field from various countries.

His Eminence, the Most Reverend former Metropolitan of Thera,
Amorgos and Islands, Panteleimon, advocated right from the
beginning, steadily promoted and in every way seconded the
organization of the Symposium. As president of the Honourary
Organizing Committee, he was the source of constant encouragement
throughout. I am grateful to the Ministry of Culture, and the then
Minister Mr. Evangelos Venizelos in particular, for their sponsorship
of the meeting. The Greek Chamber of Engineering contributed to
the publication of these Proceedings: my thanks go to its Steering
Committee and especially to Mr. Antonios Kotzabasakis, Vice
Chairman and Treasurer, for their help. Thanks for their assistance are
also due to the other members of the Honourary Organizing
Committee, Mrs. Martha Simantoni, then Secretary General of the
South Aegean Regional Administration and Mr. Panagiotis Rigas,
former Prefect of Cyclades and now a Member of Parliament. Both
the Administration and the Prefecture underwrote part of the
expenses. Mr. Nicholas Zorzos, as Chairman of the Theran Municipal
Council and as good personal friend, was instrumental in many ways
in bringing a promising idea to a successful fruition. Furthermore, I
gratefully acknowledge the sponsorship of the National Bank of
Greece and the manifold help received from Mr. Nikos Damigos, the
entrepreneur from Santorini noted for his involvement in the tourist
industry of the beautiful island. Credits must go, with pleasure, to Mr.
Costas Antzoulatos, President of the Antzoulatos Group of
Companies, for grants making this volume possible.

A place of its own is by right reserved in this register of honour to
my long-time, trusted and esteemed friend Mr. Petros Doukas,
Deputy Minister of Finance. His triple professional career as a
distinguished theoretical economist, as a successful businessman and
financier and as a statesman both inspired and efficient, is intrinsically
punctuated by his thorough interest and involvement in the study of
classics. This endeavour, as well as other similar projects of distinction,
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essentially benefited from his unflinching all-round support and his
influential devotion to excellence.

We had the fortune to stay during the Symposium at Cori Rigas
Apartments, a remarkable boutique-hotel in Old Phira, hanging over
the cliffs on the inner rim of the Caldera. This hotel, a 18t century
captain house renovated with faithful respect to its traditional form
and setting by its owner, the sculptor Mr. Evangelos Rigas, is described
and photographed in Thomas Drexel, Mediterrane Hiuser und ihre
Girten, Callway Verlag, Miinchen, pp. 44-9: Ein altes Kapitinshaus
auf Santorin. It is a pleasure to extend our common appreciation and
my own indebtedness to Evangelos for his work of art and for the nice
attendance we enjoyed there.

As Conference Organizer a Theran Agency was appointed to act,
Kivotos Management Incentive Travel. For its professional services,
and for the personal touches of its Manager Mr. Nikos Zafeiriou, I am
especially thankful.

My friend Prof. Spyridon Rangos has helped me generously with
his time and knowledge in the organization of the meeting. I thank
him cordially. The Indices are the skilful work of Ms. Eirene
Kalogridou, at the National Institution for Research.

My debt to Mrs. Aleka Bertsoukli for her superlative secretarial
assistance in the conduct of the Institute’s business and of my own
work is great, permanent and mounting. Mr. Papantonopoulos’
typesetting expertise has been proved, and approved, already
repeatedly in our publications. Here it is, I believe, fully confirmed
once again.

Apostolos L. Pierris
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